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AMOUNTS PAID TO THE COUNTY TREASURERS AS EVIDENCED BY

RECEIPTS ON FILE IN STATE TREASURER'S OFFICE.

July 1, to March 31, 1895 .................. $...8 5,489 95-
April 1, to June :30, 1895 ...... ................ 15,271 90
July 1, to September 30, 1895 . .... ............ 4,423 34
October 1, to December 31, 1895 ................ 6,363 08
January 1, to March 31, 1896 .... .............. 5,609 13;
April 1, to June 30, 1896 ...... ................ 11,195 09
January 1, to March 31, 1897 .. 5... ..... 5,095 71

-53,394 20

Total received .................... $108,033 29 $66,300 82
Total disbursed and on hand ...... 85,972 90 53,394 20

Shortage .............. ...... $22,060 39 *12,906 62:L i Correct.......................... 12,906 62

$34,967 01
WAr.l I. REYNOLDS.

Comptroller.

EXHIBIT L.

AMOUNT DUE STATE AND COUNTf S TAX CERTIFICATE REDEMIP-

TION FUND.

State. Counties.
April 1 to June 30, 1896 ........... $15,710 96
Amounts paid on account of money

due counties June 30, 1896, paid
by Treasurer, April 1897 ...... 1.. 11,321 58

$ 4,389 38
July 1 to September 30, 1896 ....... 10,863 85 E,407 51
October I to December 31, 1896 ..... 6,807 16 4,499 11

$22,060 39 12,906 62'
12,906 62

34,967 01
In Merchants Bank of Ocala at date

ot its failure as per C B Collins'
books ......................... $ 10,927 01

AV
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Check drawn by him and claimed not
paid.......................... $22,000 00 $32,927 0o

; Shortage in tax fund ............... 34,967 0f

Leaving a shortage of (due personally
- by C B Collins).............. 2,040 0

EXHIBIT M--(15).

(Copy.)
GOERO . I TALLAHASSEE, FLA., January 26, 1897.

GOVERNOR W. D. BLOXHAM,
Capitol:

s :'* DEAR SIR-In response to your request for a statement
,. from this office concerning the money in the suspended Mer-

eb chants National Bank of Ocala, I hiave the honor to say-
The amount belonging to the Treasurer, now in suspense,.

amounts to about $30,000, to protect which I hold securities
amounting to about $90,000, which securities are such as areT
taken by banks in the ordinary coarse of business. Time
and careful attention will alone develop what those securities

- are worth. The money in question belongs to what is known
as the Tax Certificate Fund, and has never been put into the
Treasury, but was held to await the distribution of the same
between the State and counties, which is done regularly three-

- months after the end of the quarter in which it was collected.
When I entered upon the duties of State Treasurer at the:
beginning of 1893 I found the sum of $25,072.20 deposited
in said Merchants National Bank of Ocala, and I have kept
about an average of that sum ever since so deposited. The-
bank has during all these trying years very promptly hon-
ored my checks in the distribution of said fund, and until
recently I had no reason to suppose that it would not be able
to do so indefinitely.

I kept the money in Ocala because it was a convenient
*: *point for the distribution of said Tax Certificate Fund, nearly

all of which was received from the eastern and southern.
counties.

Owing to my long illness in the summer and the unusuallyh
large receipts of tax certificate money in July last, the fund
accumulated much larger than I anticipated or intended
should be placed in one bank, and there has been no tiea
since July that I could have withdrawn the same. I endeav-
ored as carefully and earnestly as I knew how to reduce the
amount gradually, and I have done all that a man could dco
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-The bank made a heroic and fruitless struggle to keep up,
-and I hoped to the last that it would succeed, but no people
1-ever had to combat such a combination of overwhelmingly
adverse circumstances.

The funds tied up belong to the quarters ending September
-30 and December 31,1896.

Yours truly,
(Signed) C B COLLINS,

State Treasurer.

EXHIBIT P.
RECAPITULATION OF SHORTAGE.

loan to National Bank State of
Florida............... $15,000 00

Protested New York Exchange. 591 46
Protested check D. C. Hull........ 422 90

I
Totalgeneral account ........... $16,014 36-$16,014 36

Balance due State for quarter ending
June 30, 1896 .................. $ 4,389 38

Balance due State for quarter ending
Sept. 30, 1896.................. 10,863 85

Balance due State for quarter ending
Dec. 31, 1896 ...... . ........... 6,807 16

Balance due counties for quarter end-
ing Sept. 30, 1896 ............ -.. 8,407 51

Balance due counties for quarter end-
ing Dec. 31, 1896 ................ 4,499 11

Total Tax Redemption Fund...... $34,967 01-$34,967 01

Total shortage.............-.............. $50,981 37
W7TEDNESDAY, MAYi 5TH.

Committee met at 9:00 a. m. Present, Senator Gaillard,
chairman; Senator Fuller and Representatives Whitner, Hyer
-and Zewadski.

Mr G C Staypleton, receiver of the Merchants National
Bank ot Ocala, being duly sworn, says:

By the committee: You are receiver of the Merchants
National Bank of Ocala?

A Yes.
Q. 2. Do you know if these statements here rendered are

Ltaken from the books of the bank?
A. Yes, they are true copies of the bank's books.

XL,
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(Statements above referred to marked Exhibits 1, 2 and 3,
and here filed in evidence.)

Q 3 Have you rendered accounts to the Treasurer of the
State of Florida, if so, upon what date?

A When I took charge of the affairs of the bank, soon
after I took charge, I will not be absolutely sure of the date
I sent Mr Collins statements of his accounts as they appear
upon the books of the bank from the 1st of June, 1896, up to
its suspension. I requested him to compare them carefully

e X with his own books, and it he found any differences to write
me indicating precisely of what they consisted so that I
could endeavor to adjust them. Hie replied to that letter
after some little delay that he had been busy making up his
report to the Legislature, but would immediately thereafter
take the matter in hand and advise me further, or words to
that effect. I have never received any communication from

4 him, however his promise, from that day to this.
Q 4 Are these statements, Exhibits 1, 2 and 3, duplicates

of what you rendered to the Treasurer, as you have just
stated?

' NOTE.-Exhibits 1, 2 and 3 refer to a transcript of the
ledgeraccounts of C. B. Collins, treasurer, with Merchants
National Bank of Ocala, Florida, too voluminous to publish.

A They are duplicates from the 1st of June to suspension.
i Q 5 Has Mr Collins ever disputed or contradicted the

correctness of the accounts rendered him by you from June 1,
0 1896, up to the suspension of the bank?

A. I received one letter from him since the appoint-
ment of this investigating committee, in which he con-
firmed his telegram, to me consenting to my furnish-
ing the committee with the statements of his accounts,
in which he added that his books showed a balance
due from the bank to him to amount to about $12,-
900oo. Not having the letter with me I can not give you the
exact figures, but I am confident that it was $12,900 odd dol-
lars. lie stated that this amount was due him in addition
to the note made to J N C Stockton, trustee, for $22,000.
My recollection is, that shortly after the bank suspended, I
think on the day of my appointment, the 3d day of February,
1897, hlie visited the bank and was interviewed by Examiner
McDonald and myself; at that time he thought that the bank
owed him $7,000 or $8,000, in addition to the $22,000 note
above referred to.

Q 6 Does that $22,000 note which you refer to appear of
record in the bank or on the bank books?

A. It does not.
Q 7 Any record of any such transaction?

AL-' 
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A That is a little difficult to answer, the $22,000 note dces
not appear upon the record of the bank books.

Q 8 Do the bills payable account show any record of that
-^¢l-~ ~$22,000?

A No they do not.
Q 9 Has J N C StodcKton, as trustee, established any

claim before you as receiver for this iudebtedness against the
bank?

A He has filed with me a copy of a certain agreement in
writing, stated to have been given him by It B MoConnell,
pledging certain of the banks bills receivable, and other
securities to secure this $22,000 note.

Q 10 When was that?
A The date orf that agreement is the 26th day of October,

1896; that agreement, however, does not show tor whom J. N.
C. Stockton was acting as trustee. 1 hand you, however,
herewith a copy of that agreement which speaks for itseltf

(Agreemeun here tiled in evidence and marked Exhibit
No. 4.)

*Q 11 Has Mr C B Collins, as treasurer, iled any claim
with you as receiver of the Merchants National Bank of Ocala
for cheeks protested, said checks being New York exchange

a-----·-- t given by the said Merchants National Bank; in payment of
cheeks on it amouuLnting to $591.46?

A IHe has never filed any claim with me of any nature at
all.

Q 12 Has the National Bank of the State of Florida filed
any claim with vou for said amount ot t591.46?

A I am not sure whether thev have or not. I did not
bring any memorandum with me of what they were claiming
upon dishonored cheeks.

Q 13 To what equities held by the National City Bank of
New York fora loan ot $17,500, held by the Merchants Na-
tional Bank of Ocala, does tlis agreement allude?

a*~ I ~~~A The National City Bank oi Ne- York City held certain
securities of the Merchants National Bank to secure its claim
against the Ocala bank, and the agreement given by McCon-
nell pledges, for the purpose named, any equities there may be
in the securities held by the National City Bank, after their
claim has been satisfied.

I desire to state here, in connection with the agreement
above reterred to, that I do not recognize the validity of the
conveyance of the bank building that was made to J. N. C.
Stockton, inasmuch as it was never authorized by the board
of directors, nor signed by the cashier of the bank, both of
which requiremenl.s are called for by the bank's by-laws gov-
ernihg the conveyance of real estate. I have made formal

A :

.
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;, demand upon Mr Stockton to re-convey to me the bank build-
0 - ing, but he has not yet said what he will or will not do. As

to the balance of the agreement, it was never authorized by
*- ; the board of directors, and there is no record of it anywhere in

the bank, and while I have not yet repudiated it to Mr Stock-
ton, neither have I admitted its validity as binding on the

; bank.
i'' Q 14 Have you any knowlenge of these securities alluded

; to as being held by the National City Bank, having been re-
turned by them to the Merchants National Bank of Ocala or
to Mr. J. N. C. Stockton, aggregating the sum of $47,000.

A I do not think the National City Bank has returned any
of the securities held by it.

R 15 Do you know the character and value ot these
securities?

A The securities consist ot the bank's bills receivable,
Ocala city scrip and other miscellaneous securities. From a
careful valuation of the securities still held by the National

K' City Bank, it is apparent that they will not realize more than
enough to satisfy the balance still due the National City Bank,
and there will be no equity left to apply to the indebtedness
mentioned in the agreement to J N C Stockton.

Q 16 What are the other securities, if any, covered by that
agreement?

A They consist of a miscellaneon-i assortment of the bank'zi
bills receivable.

Q 17 What value do you attach to these securities, or
what amount could be realized upon these securities, i; your
judgment, covered by that agreement?

A I have carefully valued these securites, and outside of
the bank building, which is in dispute, I think there is no loulit
that it would be difficult to realize out of these securities
enough to pay the first item of $15,000, which they are intended
to secure.

Q 18 Wlhen the check referred to in that statement of
$22,000 dated October 923, 1896, was presented for payment
by Mr Stockton, was the bank in a position financially to
have paid that check in cash it payment was insisted upon, or
in other words could the bank have paid this money in lieu of
giving the note and collateral to J N C Stockton, trustee?

a A The records of the bank show that it could not have
- paid the check.

Q 19 Did not Mr Collins deposit fulther amounts after
that date, if so how much?

A The books show that on the 30th of October 1896, he
deposited a certificate of deposit for $10,000 that had been
issued to him several months previously.
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Q 20 Mr Staypleton, did Mr Collins' regular account,
which he kept with the Merchants National Bank of Ocala on
April 5th, 1895, show that he deposited to his credit the sum
of $404.76 for which the bank does not appear to have given
him credit. Do you know of any such item and why the
bank did not credit him?

A I have endeavored to trace that item, on and before the
date named, but can not find anything resembling it as hav-
ing come into the bank.

Q 21 On the 23d day of July 1896, Mr Collins' regular
account shows that he deposited in the, Merchants National
Bank of Ocala $3.64 for which he has never received credit
on the bank's books. Do you know anything about this
item?

A Nothing from the bank's books, but I find a letter from
him dated the 23d day of July 1896, in which he advises the
bank that he charges them with a transfer from the Capital
City Bank of Tallahassee of $7,500, also expense of tele-
gram making transfer, $3.64.

Q 22 On the 2d day of July, 1895, Mr Collins credited
the same account on his books with $4,500 which the bank has
never charged to him. Do you know anything about this
item?

A The bank's books do not show this charge to have been
made.

Q 23 On the 11th day of September, 1896, Mr. Collins
tranferred $20,000 from his regular account to his special ac-
count, and the statement rendered by the bank shows an en-
try of $15,000 as being transferred. Is this entry by the
bank in reference to the $20,000 tranter made by Mr.
Collins?

A That I am unable to say.
Q 24 On the 2d day of September, 1896, the bank

charged Mr Collins with an item of $4.88; on the same date
with another item of $270.19; on the 6th of October, 1896,
with an item of $6.75, for which Mr Collins has never credit-
ed the bank. Will you please state what these charges were,
if you know?

A I can not find any vouchers for these charges, which
makes me think it probable they were warrants properly
charged and the cancelled vouchers returned to Mr Collins,
but there is no record ot what the charges were for.

Q 25 On the 6th day of November, 1896, the bank
charges Mr Collins' regular account with an item of $30; on
the same date with another item of $2,000; on the 9th of
November, 1896, with an item of $81, and another item of
4.50; on the 10th of November, 1896, with an item of $74.50;
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on the 13th of November, 1896, with an item of $45, for
which Mr Collins has not given the bank credit. Will you
please state what these charges were made for by the bank?

A These charges were made on vouchers which I found
in the bank, and which I now hand you copies of.

(Vouchers referred to are here filed in evidence and marked
Exhibits Nos 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10.)

Q - C26 On the 28th day ot April, 1894, Mr Collins' books
show that he deposited in the Merchants National Bank, to
the credit of his special account, $65.40, for which the bank
does not appear to have given him credit. Do you know
what this item was?

A There is no record of this deposit having been made
that I can find.

Q 27 On the 29th of September 1894, a similar charge is
made of $679.66 for which the bank has never given Mr Col-

' lins credit. Do you know anything about this item?
A I answer the same as the foregoing answer.
Q 28 On the 24th day of September, 1894, Mr Collins de-

posited, or his books show that he deposited to the credit of
the same account $3,750, for which credit has not been given
him by the bank. Do you know anything about this item?

A The books of the bank do not show any such deposit
* on the date named.

-: Q 29 On the 14th of January 1895, Mr Collin's books
show that he deposited $3,000 to the credit of the same ac-
count; the bank's books for the same date show a credit of
$2,960. Do you know what these items of credit were?

A - I find from the records that a check for $2,960, drawn
by E H Mote on the bank of Leesburg, was deposited to the
credit of the special account on that date, but no deposit of
$3,000 appears to have been made.

Q 30 On the 23d day of March 1896, Mr Collin's books
show that he deposited to the credit of the same account
$750; on the 1st day of April 1896, the bank credited that
account with 85,OOu. Has this charge by Mr Collins, and.
this credit by the bank, any relation to each other?

A I am unable to say.
Q 31 What was that credit of $5,000 made by the bank

on April 1, 1896?
A The $5,000 credit on April 1, 1896, to the special ac-

count, appears from the books to have been a transfer from
-'' the regular account to which it was charged.

Q 32 On the 16th day of July, 1894, the bank credited
Mr Collins' special account with $2,000, which Mr Collins bas
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* never charged on his books. Do youl know what the item
was?

A I do not.
Q 33 On the l21st of January 1895, an item of $1,154.76

was credited by the bank to Mr Collins' special account, and
which be has never chalrged on his books. Do you know what
this item wab?

A That was a transfer from the regular account.
Q 34 Do the bank books show why this transfer was

made, and by whose order?
A Thev do not.
Q 35 On the 19th of Decemtber, 1896, a deposit of $1,700

was credited to Mr Collins' special account, which does not
appear by him to have been charged to the bank. Do you
know what that item was?

A The books shiow that the account was credited $1,700,
i· i:·~ t~und bills payable debited $1,00, the deposit ticket being

made out in the handwriting of R B MlcConnell.
(2 36 On the 80th of October, 1S96, a credit of $10,000

:I ~ T~was made by the bank to Mr Collins' special account as Treas-
urer. Do you know what that item was?

A That item was a certificate of deposit.
*1 A~~ Q 3i- On the 13th of September, 1895, the bank chargedI{~ - XlAMr Collins' special account with an itemn of *2,000. with which

sum Mr Collins has never credited the bank. Do you know
what this charge was?

A That is difficult to trace with certainty, but from infor-
matioll furnished me, I have reason to believe that that

~- ~- - amount was credited to the account of Borland Bros.
Q 38 You have not found the original item that was

charged?
A I have not, but have deposit ticket to the credit of Bor-

lantl Bros. with other items.
(Q 39 On the 19th of September, 1S95, the bank charged

Mr Collins' sperial account with a check or item of $850
which Mr1r. Collins has never credited the bank with. Do you
know what tlhis item was?

A That appears to have been credited to r B, Dunn,
special account. HI G Dun is marked on the deposit ticket.

Q 40 \Vill you explain the different crediis as they appea,
>. C)H:~on tlhe deposit slips?

A I am informed that at the time the credits were made
that R. B-. McConnell was personally indebted to the above
dlepositors. Both deposit tickets are made in his hand-

*- ~ 5:lvwritinga

Q 41 Then I infer from your answer that McConnell was
indebted to these different parties the different amounts, and

I; 
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t hat be chlarged the treasurers with the several amounts to
balance his indebtedness to these parties on his books?

A That is the explanation that was given me by my in-
formant, who was an employe in the bank and in a position
to know the facts.

e 42 On February 5, 1S96, the bank charged Mr Collins'
regular account with an item of $1,159.38S; on March 20, 1896,
with an item of $850 47; on the same date with another
item of $924.57, on the 26th of March, 1896, with an
item of $26a5.58; which items aggregate the sum of $2,500.
On the 31bt of March to offset this charge of these several
items, the bank placed the sum of *2,500 to Mr. Collins'
credit. Do you know what these several items were?

A The credilt of *2,500 appears to have been the proceeds
of a note signed by the Jacksonville Telephone Company,
made to the order of C B Collins, and an examination of the
correspondence relative to the debit entries, show that they
were payments made to the National Bank of the State of
Florida in settlement of collections in their hands, being
drafts on the bank drawn by the Jacksonville Telephone
Comtpany.

Q 43 Do thecormmittee understand you to sav thatthis
note of $2,500 was a disco'lnt by the balck and placed to Mr
Collins' cledit on his regular acscount to off-set charges of these
- rafts mentioned aggregating the sum of t2,500, drawn by
the Jacksonville Telephone Company?

A That is what the records show.
Q 44 Has the bank still in its possession this note of $2,500?
A The note is in my hands but it was paid by a renewal

note for the same amount nh oh is nowo held by the National
Bank of the State among rhe collateral pledged to them, the
old note not having been surrendered evidently when the re-
newal was accepted in lieu of it.

(Copy of said note here filed in evidence and marked
Exhibit NTo. 11.)

Q 45 On the 21st day of November 1896, Mr. Collins
closes his regular account and transferred a balance of
$4,39i to his special account which his books show remains
to the credit of hLis regular account on that date; on the
same date the bank trauslerrled a balance of $1,025.31 fromr
his regular account to his special account to close the
regttlar account. Do you know why this charge or transfer
made by the bank was made, whether it was a check given
by Mr Collins or whether he simply instrulcted bY letter
the Mlerc;hants National Bank of Ocala to transfer the
blanc;e from the regular account to the special account?

A The transfer was not made by check but by
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a charge slip, made I think by one of the book-keepers, I
know it was not by a check, to the best of my recollection
I have not come across any letter instructing this transfer
to be made.

EXHIBIT 5. 

(Copy.)

Debit.

C. B. Collins, State Treasurer, J. 0. Fleece Note,

Paid. $30 00

Stamped paid, November 2, 1896.

EXHIBIT 6.

Deit (Copy.)
Debit.

C. B. Collins, State Treasurer, J. S. Smith, Jr., $81.00.

Stamped paid, November 9, 1896.

EXHIBIT 7.

(Copy.)
Debit.

C. B. Collins, State Treasurer, Bugbee, $50.00..

Stamped paid, November 9, 1896.

EXHIBIT S.

(copy.)
Debit.

C. B. Collins, State Treasurer, Geo. MacKay, 874.50.
Stamped paid November 10, 1896.

'1 

E H B T 8
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EXHIBIT 9.

Debit.- . (Copy.)
Debit.

C. B. Collins, State Treasurer, Strozier note, $45.00.
Stamped paid November 13,1896.

EXHIBIT 10.
Debit.

C. B. Collins, credited account of R. B. Me., as per your

instructions of November 5, 1896, $2,000.00.

Stamped paid November 9,1896.

WEDNESDAY, 3:00 P. M.

Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present, Senator
Gaillard, chairman; Fuller, Whituer and Hyer.

Mr G C Staypleton still testifying.
4 Q 46 Do you know of any other transaction between the

Jacksonville Telephone Company, or any other parties, in
which the State of Florida or the Merchants National Bank of

4 Ocala are connected?
AI As to the telephone company, I do not know of any

other connection other than the $2,500.
Q 47 Do you know of any other transaction that would

lead you to believe there had been speculation in which Mr C
B Collins, R B McConnell or the Merchants National Bank
of Ocala are interested, and the State's money used in con-
nection therewith?

A In investigating certain investmentsin Fullers' earth
lands in South Dakota by R B McConnell, who with others
afterwards incorporated the "Mining Syndicate, Limited,"

I with principal offices at Omaha, I came across evidence from
the records of the bank, and from other sources, that on the
23d day of March, 1896, the State Treasurer sent to the Na.

\ tional Park Bank of New York City *7,500, for the credit of
the Ocala bank, that the $7,500 was credited by the Ocala
bank to the account of J T Jones, afterwards president of the
"Mining Syndicate, Limited," together with other moneys
previously standing to his credit, was transmitted to Omaha.
From certain correspondence between Mr C B Collins, or his

33 x



514

-representative, to It B McConnell, I have reason to believe

that the disposition of this monev, which was undoubtedly

-sent to Omaha. for an investment in Fullers' earth property,

was known to Mr Collins, and I find, furthermore, that the

Merchants National Barik of Ocala paid his expenses to

-Omuiha arid Dakota during the summer ot 1896.
(4 S Hlave vou any letters or telegrams from Mr Collins,

or. his representative, that will thlrow any light on this mat-

A I hlave found one letter which seems to indicate that

Mlr Collins was interested in the Dakota venture.
Q 49 Have you that letter with youo?
A Yes, also other letters and telegrams, copies of which

.I hland you herewith (colpies of said letters and telegramns here

filed in evidence. The telegrams connecting Mr Collins with

this investment, lrom 1l B McConnell are as follows:

On Mlalch 17tlh, s1896, McConnell telegraphed C B Collins,

-care of the National Bank of the State at Jacksonville:

"Could you come here on night train; will meet you; can ex-

plain matter better ,ere; will be very advantageous to you;

if not will send Wendt with letter to-night; answer." On the

same date two other telegrams were sent by R B McConnell

*to C B Collins that would seem to have been sent prior to the

one last referred to. One was sent to him at Anthony, Fla.,

reading: "Arrived yesterday; come to Ocala to-day; want to

see you on important matter." And the other sent to him

care of the National Bank of the State, reading: "Could I

see you to-morrow, and where matter of importaqce to you;

answel." On the same day McConnell telegraphed L M

Thayer at Omaha as follows: "Collins will be here to-night;

-feel sure everything all right by to-morrow; draw for five

thounsand to-day. "On the same date McConnell also tele-

glaphed J T Jones, Omaha, as follows: "Party firom whom

money comes wires weill be here to-morrow and arrange;

draw for six thousnnd to-day; will have balance to-morrow:

auswer." On tIte 20th of Miarchl, 1S96, McConnell telegrapbed

C B Collins, care of thile Nationat Bank of the State, Jack-

sonville, as follows: "Jones wires banks lin Omaha refuse to

do anything without telt graphic transfer ahsolutely necessary

to pay rmoney Saturday, wile credit Park Bank at onet; they

wvill credit us if yon will wrire; will remit; very important;

please arrange; anLswer." On the 23d day of March, the

Ocala b'allk telegraphed the National Park Bank: "Omaha

wires have no advices of credit with Chemical; arrange im-

mrediately; very importanlt; Collinu, State Treasurerl, wires has

remitted you $7,500 our cledit; answer." These are all the

letters and telegrams I think that connect this rnatter.
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s Q2 50 In the transaction of the $7,500 remitted by Mr
V ollins to the National Park Bank of New Yorkl;, for the
the credit of the Merchants National Bank of Ocala. did Mr
Collins, as State Treasurelr, receive credit at the Melrchants
National Banlk of Ocala for that amount?

A IHe did not; it was placed to the credit of J. T. Jones,
the deposit ticket having been made out by It B McConnell

¶s -showing that deposit.
EQ 51 Referring to your examination this morning, in re-

fierring to the adjustment of the two accounts in the Mer-
* chants National Bank on December 11th, 1896, the Merehants

National Bank charged C B Collins, Treasurer, specialac-
connt, with a check or item of $7,000, and Mr Collins has
never credited the bank with the same. Will you please
state if you know what that charge was for?

A That charge was a debit slip made in the handwriting 
of It B McConnell on the same day, namely, on the 11th of
December, 1896, that the 822,000 check was charged, the de-

posit silp reads, "'Remlitted National Bank of the State," the
corresponding credits however do not show that; that amount
was remitted to the National Bank of the State, the total
credit of $29,000 offsetting the check, and deposit slip ag-
gregating that amount was distlibuted between bills payable
and another account whlich does not appear to have been en-

titled to a crledit.
Adjourned to 9:30 a. m.

TlUTRSDAY, MAY 6.

Committee met at 9:30 a. m. pLrsnant to adjournment.

Present, Senator Gaillard, chairman; Messlrs Zewadlski, Whit-
ner and 11yer.

2''9 311Mr W H Calaer, of Jacksonville, being duly sworn, deposes

and says:;
EQ 52 By the Committee-What is your name and pro- 1

fession, and where do you resile?
A W -IBaler; I am an attorney and reside in Jackson-

ville.
-Q 53 Do you represent either the Merchants National

Bank ot Ocala or the National Bank of the State of Florida i

of Jacklsonville? 
A I have never represented the Merchants National Bank

of Ocala nor have ever had any official relation with it. I
have represented the National Bank of the State of Florida
as Its attorney in many matters, and am a director in that
banlk.;

'I -t
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Q 54 HIave you, as said attorney, ever had any occasion

to examine into the affairs of the Merchants National Bank

of Ocala since it has gone into the hands of a receiver, as to

transactions between it and the National Bank of the State

of Florida, or C B Collins as State Treasurer?
A Since the failure of the Merchants National Bank I

have been to Ocala on two or three occasions in reference to *
securities formerly the property of the Merchants National 

Bank, and which had been hypothecated with the National ?
Bank of the State of Florida, but I have not a list of these 

securities here and cannot give them in detail without having

the papei s before me, as I can not remember the amounts or

names of the parties.
Q 55 Give as near as you can the value of the securities 7

mentioned, their approximate value as appear upon their taeje?

A The nature of these securities are bills of discount and 

land certificates and would approximate between $55,000 and 

$60,000. In addition there is a deed which is in effect a mort- 

gage on the building in Ocala, which 1 have been reliably in- 

formed is worth betwen $15,000 to $20,000. 
Q 56 Have you examined the securities or have you an

idea of what couli be realized upon the amount of $55,000 or

$60,000 of the bills discounted?
A I will make a little explanation by saying that after the 

failure of the bank and we began to investigate the securities,

I found to my utter astonishment, as also to the officers of -

the National Bank of the State of Florida, that many of

these securities were bogus; that one note they gave us was.

a paid note. a note of the Franco-American Phosphate Corn-

pany for $t,'700, that there was another note which was sent 

to McConnell. when it became due for renewal, that McCon- 

nell renewed it but did not deliver up the old note, and sent

the renewed note to the National City Bank of New York,, 

this was a note of L M Thaver for $1,700. Then there was

a note on the Brooksville State Bank for $2,000, of which 

-,~ ~ bank McConnell was also president, that have learned from

the receiver of the Merchants National Bank that the Brooks-

ville bank received no consideration for, aud that it is ques-

tion how far the bank is liable for the note. Then there is-

some paper ot a cigar company which I am informed has

tailed; there is also $1,000 ot the Birdsey paper. As near as

we can get at it, the paper will probably realize $15,000 alto-

goether, of which I think we have already collected about

$3,000.
Q 57 In relation to the deed given by McConnell to the

Merchants National Bauk building, and the lot upon which

it is situated, consideration $15,000, to J N 0 Stockton. have-
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. you as attorney seen the resolution or a copy of it, authoriz- -
ing McConnell to execute said deed?

A Yes, I have seen it; it is signed by McConnell in his
handwriting, and has the seal of the bank. My impression

' is that it was dated some time in August, 1896.
Q 58 Have you seen the minutes of the directors of the

Merchants National Bank of Ocala of the corresponding date 
of said alleged resolution, if so do the minutes contain such A
a resolution?

A I was shown by Mr Staypleton a book purporting to be
the minutes of the directors of the bank, and which appeared
to be such to me, and of that date, but the resolution is not

- . inscribed upon the book of minutes.
Governor W D Bloxham being duly sworn deposes and

says:

By the committee-Governor, before the date of vonr in- 
auguration as Governor, January 5th, 1897, what official po-
s]ition, if any, did you occupy?

t, A I was Com'troller of the State. 
-. Q 60 Please state in your own way, all the mat'ers per-

-taining both to your office as Comptroller of the State, or to
your present office as Governor, that you may know regarding
the matter under investigation?

A A day or two after I was inaugurated, I asked Mr Col-
t ' ins to make me a statement, under section 123 of the Revised

Statutes, in order that I might lay before the new Comp-
troller the exact financial condition of the States affairs-of
course it was Mr Collins' duty to make the report anyway. I 
In response to that request, Mr Collins made the report which 
he had usually made to the Governor, which is simply a bal- IA

ance sheet, a copy of which I herewith hand the committee. 
(Copv here read and filed in evidence and marked Exhibit No; 
13.) I wrote a pencil note to Mr Collins returning that bal- 
ance sheet, and told him that I wanted an itemized statement 
of all the moneys in the treasury, where. deposited, what se- 
curities he had, and everything in connection with said .
moneys in order that I might present it to Mr Reynolds, that 
bhe might see the condition of everything in starting out in
the administration. Mr Collins then, under date of January
'12th, 1897, presented the following written report. (Copy of
which is here read in evidence and filed and marked exhibit 
No 14.) This exhibit, as you will see, gives the names of the
banks in which Mr Collins stated he had money and securities ,
for it. He did not mention the Merchants National Bank of 

- Oeala when he presented this report. I sent for the Comp- .

: troller, as I wanted the Comptroller to go over this report with * 
M e; we went over this report, Mr Collins, the Comptroller and * 

'" ** .' "^~~~~~A
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myself, to see where the money was, what securities the-

Treasurer held, and what banks the money was in. After-
Mr Collins lelt, the Comptroller and myself talked it over and

congratulated ourselves that the money was all safe; that there-
was none in the Melrchants National Bank of Ocala, about 

ciW^~~ ~which there had been a good deal of talk.

Q 61 What time was that Governoi?

A That was on January 12, 1897. On January 14, Mr. 
Collins came to my office, and I remarked to him that I
was very much delighted and so was Mr Reynolds, in tind-
ing that the State's money was all right. lie remarked,
"Well 1 have some had news, the Ocala bank has failed and
I had about $30,000 in it." A few days after that, I re-
quested Mr Collins to give me a written statement upon the
matter-he had riven me a verbal report, but I asked him

for a written report. On January 26th, he presented me

with this written report. (Copv of report here read in evi-l iW"~~~ ,dence and filed marked Exhibit No 15.)
I have said on January 14th he made me a verbal report.

I afterwards asked him for this written report which is dated'
January 26. On January 16, two days after he hall made
me his verbal report, I wrote him this letter. (Copy of-

a___.__ ~which is here read in evidence and filed marked Exhibit No
16.) When I reached Tampa, I had stopped over all night in
Jacksonville; I wrote him this letter dated January 21..
(Copv of which is here read in evidence and filed marked
Exhibit No 1,7). 

The Treasurer's clerk furnished me a abstract the first week
in February of the condition of the treasury during January,.
that abstract was not as lull as I wanted it, and I wrote
Mr Collins this formal letter. Mr. Collins was absent at the
time the abstract was furnished. but as soon as he returned I
wrote him this letter dated February 27. (Copy of which
is here read in evidence and filed marked Exhibit No 18.)

On March 5, I addressed Mr Collins this letter (copy ot
-'.-rr-^ ~ which is here read in evidence and filed, marked Exhibit

No. 19).
When Mr Collins made the statement for February, I found

that he still had money in banks without any collateral se-
* .>-.~ ~ curity for it, and on March 5th I wrote him the letter just

mentioned.
When Mr Collins made his report to me under date of'Wi~' . January 26th, stating that he had about $30,000 in the Ocala

bank, tied up by its failure, he stated, as you will see in the
last two lines of his report, that it was tax redemption money,
which was for the quarter, as he states in that report, ending
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September 30th and December 31st, 1896. Of course in per---
formance of what I conceived to be my duty, I went down
into the redemption department, with which I was familiar,
and requested one of the clerks to give me a lull itemized
statement at once of all redemptions made for 1896 for the

* counties and for the State, and I also addressed a communica-
tion to the Comptroller asking him to give me the amount
that Mr Collins-had paid in on account of redemptions. I
found the amount of redemption at the time due the State on
June 30, 1896, for the second quarter of 1896, to be $15,--
710.96. Mr Collins stated to me, and which I believe to ba-
correct, that he had sent out the counties proportion of the
redemptions for the second quarter ending June 30, 1896-
The Comptroller reported that he was due for the quarter
ending September 30, 1896, for the State, $10,803.85, and for
the counties, $8,407.51; and that he was due for the quarter
ending December 31, 1896, for the State, $6,807.16, and for

s-. the counties, $4,499.11. Adding all these amounts together
it made $46,288.59 that Mr Collins was due for and on ac-
count of tax redemptions for 1896. I got this information

- from the Comptroller's books about the 10th of March 18S..
On the 20th or 22d of March, I addressed a letter to the At-
torney-General, asking him to commence suit on Mr Collins
bond for $46,288.59. Upon consultation with the Attorney-
General, it was thought probably best to postpone the suit
until the committee, which it was supposed that the Legisla-
ture would appoint, had made its report upon the deficiency

* in Mr Collins' office, so that we would know the exact
amount to bring suit for.

* ' I called Mr Collins' attention to the fact that in his report
to me under date of January 26th, he stated his deficiency ir,
the Ocala bank was for the two last quarters of 1896, and that
there is an amount due for the second quarter ending June
30th, 1896, of $15,710.96. He told me that he would pay that
into the treasury, and my information is-but I have not
looked at the reports-that he has paid it in, or at least as
large portion.

Q 62 Governor, do you know anything in regard to a loan
of $15,000 bv the State Treasurer to the Marion county school
board; if the same was authorized by you and the Comptroller-
or not?

A I have no knowledge as to when that loan was made.
It was not made with the consent of the Governor and Compt-
roller. It could not have been made with their consent, for
the reason that there is no law authorizing it.

Q 63 We also find another loan of $3,000 to Citrus county-
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*M~~~ ~ Do you know whether or not that was authorized by the

*H~~~ ~~Governor and Comptroller and Treasurer?

ig~~~ ~ ~ A I never heard of that until late yesterday afternoon, 2
>i--- Awhen I received my first information about it. 

B-~r -I ~~Adjourned to 3 p. mI. 
^fft P ~~The committee met pursuant to adjournment. 
-|lk_ X*~ ~ Mr W N Shine being duly sworn deposes and says: -

I~ ; ~~~~Q 64 Where do you reside, what is your name and ocou 
;'~ ~ . R~pation? 
E;~~~ : ~Q My name is W N Shine, I am at present residing in

Jacksonville, and am vice-president and general manager of

* ' - ~~the Jacksonville Telephone Company, and I am also State

FPrinter. 

;___ - ~~Q 65 What is the name and character of your company?
A The Jacksonville Telephone Company, a corporation.

Js,~~ ;~ ~Q 66 Your official position with that company is vice-E L.. ; president and general manager?
|^k ;jL~ Q ~67 Who are the incorporators of that company?

^^t -?'9 * A A H King, W N Shine and C B Collins.
;:~~ ~Q 68 How much is the capital stock of that corporation,
' : i ~ ~ and how much cash has been paid in?

A Really it would he difficult for me to answer that ques-

tion directly; we had worked on the company quite a while

before it was incorporated, had gotten it in first rate work-

-6 - ~ing order, we allowed ourselves so much for our time, and so

much money was paid into the capital stock, up to 10 per
cent. of the capital stock, but I could not give the figures.

2- Q 69 What was the capital stock?
A $100,000 at the time of incorporation, and in our calon-

ngW ~i ~~lation we paid in 10 per cent. of the capital stock.
^*1w~~ ~ ~ Q 70 The gentlemen named are the only stockholders in

the corporation?
A They are the only corporators.
Q 71 What amount in cash was paid in hy each?
A I should say that I paid in $2,300 and Mr King-paid in

i --i4-6- -~$500 at the time of incorporation.
Q 72 What did Mr Collins pay in?
A He did not pay in anything; Mr Collins' connection with

'CL . the company, if you will allow me to explain, as when we

. *~~ ~ went to incorporate the company, we found that we had to

have a third man, and Mr. Collins' interest was for the privilege
of using his name as an incorporator, and to assist us in selling
a proposed bond issue or the raising of funds on our, bonds or

*- notes in order to construct the plant.
Q 73 You say that Mr Collins did not pay in any money

at all?
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A No. Understand me in that connection; his name was
merely used as a basis of securing money to build the plant.

Q 74 Did he ever pay in any money?
A We have received money through him.
Q 75 How much?
A $6,000, which was secured by six notes of the company,

and the bonds of the company. Five of the notes have been
paid, one is still held by the Capital City Bank of this city.

Q 76 Did youti not state to a gentleman in Tallahassee
that Mr Collins, the State Treasurer, advanced the money to
build that plant?

A Not to my recollection.
Q 77 Has Mr Collins' stock or bonds been sold?
A He never had any bonds; his stock has been sold.
Q 78 How much stock did be have, and how much did it

bring?
A He had a third of $100,000, which is *33,333.334, and

he has sold that.
Q 79 What did he realize on that?
A He has only received the first payment on it.
Q 80 How much was the first payment?
A $500.
Q 81 $500. Is that all he has received for his stock?
A Yes.
Q 82 Did you ever send a gentleman away to endeavor to

sell the bonds or guarantee of the company?
A Yes.
Q 83 When was this enterprise incorporated?
A I believe it was in November or December, 1895.
( 84 When was this $6,000 borrowed?
A I can not give you the exact date.
4Q 85 For how long a time?
A I do not know.
< 86 How was the money paid to the company.
A Some of it was paid through a check.
Q 87 Was the check on Jacksonville?
A Yes, but I do not know whether it was Mr Collins'

check, or whether it was exchange on New York. It strikes
me that a part of the money was sent to Jacksonville, but I
am not quite sure.

Q 88 You do not know what bank the check was on?
A I do not know whether it was on the National BAnk of

the State or whether it was on the New York City.
Q 89 It was sent to the company by MAir Collins?
A Yes.
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Q 90 How was this $6,000 raised, by six notes of $1,000
each?

A Yes.
Q 91 Who made the notes?

aay--- F~ ~ A I think the president of the companv, Mr King.
*f f~, !, Q 92 Who were they made payable to?
[^' I ~~A I do no not know, bat I should say to the Jacksonville
Ihh^. ~ ~Telephone company.

Q 93 Do you know who endorsed them?

A The president is the only one authorized to endorse
~~~~: " paper; I look after all local business, but he has been in charge

of all paper relating to loans, and I should say that he en-
dorsed it to the best of my recollection.

Q 94 Before the incorporation, what work had been done
on your telephone company?

A There was a charter passed by the city council of Jack-

* i 0sonville, and the people of Jacksonville were canvassed for

i^-. '~ ~ five-year subscription contracts to the company, and every-L iJ^~~ Sthing gotten ready, then we incorporated.
- h- (;{ Q 95 You had not put up any wire?
|ti~ ~A I do not think so.

~it ~~ Q 96 You must necessarily then have spent some money
before incorporation was perfected?

A Yes.
Q 97 What amount, to the best of your knowledge?
A I cannot tell you, but somewhere in the neighborhood

of $2,500.
(4 98 Who furnished the $2,500?
A I furnished some of it myself. I was the promoter of

the company, employed agents and others, I paid my own ex-
penses and a good many others, and when Mr Kiig came in
he put in $300.

Q 99 Did Mr Collins ever put in any money before the
'-" ' - incorporation?

A No. Mr Collins, to my knowledge, never put in a cent

,___^_ ~of his own money at any time.
t

! ~~~ "'"Q 100 In other words, his connection with the company
was to give stability to the company, and for his services he
was to receive one-third of the capital stock?

fI~ ~A Yes.
Q 101 Did be hold any position in the company?

*j - ~~A jVo, he was simply one of the incorporatore.
Q 102 You say that Mr Collins advanced upon notes for

vou to get $6,000. Do you know where the money came

from? i 
A I cannot answer that. I remember on one oceasion
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hearing Mr King ask Mr Collins where, but I have forgotten
; Mr. Collins' answer, but he did not furnish it.

Q 103 You cannot recollect having told a gentleman in
this city that Mr Collins advanced the money?

A I could not have possibly have made a statement of that
kind.

Q 104 Has Mr Collins been finally settled with on the
4 basis that he was to go into the company, allowing his name

to be used, and to receive therefor one-third of the capital
Bstock?4 A He did receive the stock, but does not own any of it

s' now.
n Q 105 Do you know of your own knowledge whether or

"I, not Mr Collins has sold all of his stock, bona fide, or has hy-

¶ l pothecated it or has paid it into the hands of any one as trus-
tae to act for him?

A It has been a bona fide sale of the stock.
Q 106 State the amount of the stock sold and the amount

realized therefor, and to whom sold if von know?
A Ile has received $500, the first payment on his stock.

The stock was sold conditionally; I was to pay him $1,000 for
his stock, the present value of the stock being hard to deter-
mine, bnt it was understood that if the stock was to become
very valuable, I was to pay him more for it, no amount
named, it being left entirely to me.

Q 107 Then from your last answer, Mr Collins still has an
equity in the ownership of that stock?

A I do not consider it so at all, I do not consider that Mr

Collins has any interest in the world in that stock after I pay
him another $500.

i* Q 108 As to the $6,000 that you refer to as having been

pAlid to the company through Mr Collins, has this in.ney
been returned either to Mr Collins or to the patties from whom
he obtained it?

A $5,000 of that $6,000 has been returned. There is still
one note due of $1,000, held by the Capital City Bank of this
city.

* Q 109 Who were the five notes paid to?
A Paid to Mr Collins.
Q 110 Mr Sbipne, we have in evidence here a note for

$2,500, held bv she MUerchants National Bank of Ocala, pay-
able to Air C B Callins. Does this note come into this trans-
action of $6,000, or is it a different transaction. How do you
consider that? 

A I will tell you just how that happened. We applied to
the Merchants National Bank for a loan of $2,500; which they
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agreed to do, and my impression was that it was by Mr Col-
lins' endorsement. I know that we gave notes for that $2,500
to the Merchants National Bank, and I think that Mr Collins
endorsed the company's note for $2,500, but whether it was

so^- trmade payable to him or not I could not say.
Q 111 Has that note ever been paid?

:.~ ~A No.
Q 112 It is still held by the Merchants National Bank?
A So far as I know.

- Q 113 What was the date of the sale of Mr Collin's stock?
A It bas been made for some time.
Q 114 What time was it completed?
A I do not know. I could look it up, but think it was

~~i a~completed about sixty days ago.
Q 115 On the 5th of February, 1896, the Merchants Na-

tional Bank of Ocala charged Mr Collins' regular account
with $1,159.38; on MIarch 20, 1896, with $850.47; on the same
day with another item of $224.57; on the 26th of 'March,

'I l~01896, with an item of *265.58, which items aggregate the
iU~ ~ sum of $2,500. In what manner does this $2,500 come into
~~I ~ your calculations with regard to money advanced to yoar

'\ ~ company?
,'~~ ~A I do not know anvything about that, all that I know
*u -- ~ lthat we gave notes to the Merchants National Bank of

Ouala which was endorsed by Mr Collins.
Q ll -low was it paid to the company?

~~-; it*~A It was paid through the National Bank of the State of
Florida.

Q 117 In one sum?
A I suppose so, we checked it out.
Q 118 Do you know of any drafts being drawn by Mr

King as president, for the different amounts on the Mer-
chants National Bank of Ocala?

A No.
Q 119 If drafts were drawn he would draw them would

he?
c-^ b~A Yes.

!* ~Q 120 That part of the business does not come under
your supervision?

A No; all local business does, but all of these loans ex-
cept one, were conducted by Mr King, as president; one I ne-
gotiated myself, but it has no connection whatever with this
matter.

'l.~ ~ ~ Q 121 What do you estimate your plant to be worth?
A We estimate the plant to be valued at $48,000, but

this does not include the franchise from the city for twenty
years, nor the five-year subscription contracts held by the

company.
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Q 122 What is the approximate value of the entire plant?
A We have never placed any valuation on it; the only

valuation ever placed on it was by an expert from Wisconsin, '
who stated that the plant was worth $100,000.

Q 123 What bonds of the company are out against that? 
A An issue of $30,000.
Q 124 What is the indebtedness of the company? 
A , I should say that it was in the neighborhood of $20,500.

„ Q 125 Besides the bonds?
' A We do not consider the bonds an indebtedness, they

stand as security, held as collateral for the $20,500.
Q 126 The total indebtedness of the company then is

$20,500.
-- A Yes, about that, but the bonds cut no figure in the

matter.
' Mr. C. B. Collins, being duly sworn, deposes and says: 

By the committee. Mr. Collins, referring to the matter of ;
the tax certificate redemtion fund in the Ocala bank on the
6th of April, 1897, you disbursed $11,321.58, being the pro-
portion of State taxes you received for the quarter ending
June 30, 1896, amounting to $15,710.96, the committee would
like to know out of what fund you paid that $11,321.58?

A I paid it out of the tax certificate lund.
Q 128 Did you pay it out of the fund that you had re-

ceived for the quarter ending June 30, 1896?
A I intended it for that. d

Q 129 Did you pay it out of this fund you had received 
for the quarter ending June 30, 1896? 1

A 1 thirk I did. 
Q 130 What did you do with the moneys received for 

the tax certificate redemption laud for the quarter ending 
June 30, 1896? i

A The $15,000 that you find placed to the credit of the 
regular account should have been credited to that account, 
instead of to the regular account. I was not in the office at '
the time. 

Q 131 Then, if the committee understand you, the money
vou received for the quarter ending June 30, 1896,for the tax 
redemption fund, was deposited in the Merchants National
Bank of Ocala? '

A It was, but in error to the wrong fund. I afterwards 
transferred it, and it is in the *20,000 transfer. 

Q 132 The fact remains, however, that the money 
* received by, you for the quarter ending June 30, 1896, was -

i 'deposited to your regular or special account in the Merchants 
National Bank of Ocala, whether or not it was transferred 

i' !
! '/

Fuji ' .'^

_ . . , . i._
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from one account to another, it was in fact deposited in the
Merchants National Bank of Ocala in some way?

A Yes.
^K^F~~ * ~Q 133 If that money was deposited at that time and in

^* *J^ . the manner you have stated, how did vou check it out on
_1ikh,., _ April 6, 1897, or a part thereof.
~~~~~| ~A I have explained that matter several times when that

l - Bal~~~money was deposited on April 6, it was money that was left
over from the vear 1896 in a box in the office, and you under-
stand when that amount, was transferred from regular ac-
count to the tax certificate fund it was to correct the error
and really it should have been paid into the treasury proper.

Q, 134 Well, did you withdraw $20,000 in cash from the
r-"~ ',~1Merchants National Bank of Ocala and deposit the same to
*K/..~~ ~ the regular treasury account? iii ': A No, there was no money past so far as the Merchants'

National Bank was concerned, it was simply a transfer from
one account to another.

, ~,(' ~Q 135 Was the money received by you for the tax re-
~; j~i'~ demption fund for the quarter ending September 30, 1896 and
l ____ _j~ lfor the quarter ending December 31, 1896, lost in the Mer-

chants National Batnk of Ocala by reason of said bank's
fail ure?

A Yes.
-- (A!Q 136 Was there any part of the moneys for these

quarters remaining in your office in a box or otherwise
- i which you retained?

A The only explanation I make to that is that I at no
_j^Bj~~~ ~ time kept the money of the quarters separate, I am sorry that I

did not do it now, but I did not do it, however; I have kept
it so since the lst of January. Understand me there was no

- - - - money deposited in that bank after July, it was simply a
jt~~~ ~~transter from the regular account to the tax certificate ac-

! _~~___ ~conlt.
e'' '" Q 137 Yon have said in a previous answer, that the $l1-

321.58 which you disbursed on this account on April 6, 1897,
was money what you.had left over in a box in your vault; from
what source did vou derive this money?

A It had accumulated from the tax certificate fund.
Q 1:38 From what quarter ending?
A As I have told you that I did not keep it separate, for

the different quarters, but it was up.to the first of January,
189'7.

Q 139 The Comptrollers' statements and receipts show
that you properly disbursed all of the funds, both to the SLate
and to the counties, for the two previous quarters, up to and
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including the quarter ending March 31st, 1896; is that not a
fact?

A It is.
Q 140 Then by your statement you had no moneys left

over in your hands for any of the quarters ending and includ-4 ing the quarter ending March 31st, 1896?
A All of those quarters were settled completely.
Q 141 And you also disbursed the moneys due the ecun-

ties for their proratashare of the fund due for the quarter
-ending June 30tb, 1896, amounting to $11,195.09 as shown by
your receipts in your office, did you net?

A Yes, I guess so.
Q 142 Then if you say that all the moneys due For the

quarters ending September 30th, 1896, and December 31st,
1696, were lost in the Merchants National Bank of Ocala by
-reason of said bank's failure, how can you now claim that you
still hold a balance of $11,321.58 which you had not pre-
-vioustlv disbursed?

A I have told you that there was no distinction between
the quarters, that the money had been deposited to the credit
of the wrong fund and a transfer made from that fund to the
tax certificate fuind.

Q 143 Do we. understand that you have made no deposit
of any funds in that bank since July, 1896?

A I think it was about the 13th of July; towards the mid-
die of July was the last deposit I have any recollection of
making.

Q 144 What amount was that?
A $15,000.
Q 145 In what shape was that deposited?
A It was in the shape of an order to the National Bank of

the State ot Florida for it7500, and on the Capital City Bank
of Tallahasqee for $VbO(.

Q 146 You have said that at no time after Juhv 1st could
you have gotten a dollar out of that bank?

A I have never said that because I drew a great many
dollars out after that time.

Q 147 Yet by your own admnission on the 13th of July
y on paid into tha; bankery, when you could not get a dollar out
of it, 15)000.

A I will explain that.
Q 148 Just please answer the question and explain after-

wards.
A But I beg your pardon, I have never held that at any

time could I draw out of any bank I have put money in all
the money on dep6sit at one time, but I will explain the cir-
cuimstances under which this deposit was made if you will
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permit me, it was simply a matter of judgment as to what was
best to do in the premises. Mr McConnell came to me and
told me that he was in a condition that it was absolutely im-
possible for him to go on. This was about the middle of
July this was, I think, the 13Lh of July, stated that he had

$30,000 tied up in two cargoes of phosphate, that the matter
was delayed on account of some deficiency in the papers, but
that in a little while he would be all right, that he had checks
out he would have to protest or they would likely cause him
trouble, but that if I could let him have the money he could
pay it back in ten days, and it was simply a matter of what
was best to do to save the account.

Q 149 Out of what fund did you advance that $15,000?
A It was intended to have been advanced out of the tax

certificate fund.
Q 150 Out of what fund actually did you advance that

$15,000?
A It was the treasury fund.
Q 151 Where did Mr McConnell see you at?
A At Nashville, Tenn.
Q 152 And he told you that he would pay that money

back in ten days. Did he do it?
A He did not.
Q 153 Mr Collins, you have stated in that Mr McConnell

told you that same story in October, that if you did not ad-
vance him $15,000 that the bank would fail; have you not?

A Yes.
Q 15- Did you have such an unlimited amount of confi-

dence in that man's promise that you were willing to jeopar-
dize the State's lunds?

A I have never admitted that I advanced him any money
in October. He came to me and brought credits and securi-
ties and wanted me to advance him the money, bat I told him
that I could not advance him the money and did not advance
it; at least I never intended to do so, and I shall insist upon
that to the last. I simply told him that it was utterly out of
the question for me to do it.

Q 155 When McConnell met you in Nashville to arrange
with you for that $15,000, in what manner did you arrange

for the payment to him of the $15,000?
A By telegram to the National Bank of the State of

Florida and the Capital City Bank of Tallahassee for $7,500
each.

Q 156 Did Mr McConnell go to Nashville for that pur-
pose?

A I expect he met me for that very purpose; he came into
the train when it stopped for supper at Nashville.
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Q 157 Did ble bring or give you any collateral?'
A He had nothing with him at the time, simply hid arora

that he would refund it in ten days.
Q 158 Is it not a fact, and has it not been brought to

your attention, that that bank was in a failing condition as
far back as 1894?

A I understood in 1894 that both of the banks in 0baa'
were very hard up, but after the failure of the First National
Bank, the Merchants bank got upon a good foundation,its
statements were such that I felt that it was all right, atd
I think it could have gone on.

':-. Q 159 Did you disburse the $11,321.58 on April 6th, 1894a-
by check.

A No, I took it out of a box in the office in the treaszsy
and took the Comptlroller'e receipt.

> Q 160 Mr. Collins if you turned cash over to the- GomP-.d
¶ troller, was it not from cash that you had received for .e

quarter ending June 30th, 1896?
A I cannot answer that, it was from cash received durib-4 - the year ending June 30th, 1896.
Q 161 You have testified that all moneys received for the

quarter ending March 31, 1896, and the counties propoRltion
lor the quarter ending June 30, 1896, were properly disbursed
from the fund you had received, if that is a fact, is it ossib?
tor you to have had any other part of the fund except that

X for the quarter ending June 30, 1896.
A The quarter ending March 31, 1896, was not norcolld

- not have been disbursed until July, 1896, and I do not think
it was disbursed until I retlurned home in October.

Q ]62 Is it not a fact, thenl, that the $15,710.96 was the
only tax certificate redemption money that you had in yaour
hands after disbursing for the quartelr ending March 31, IS9fgs

A Thatis unquestionably so.
Q 163 then, if you had this money, amounting to $15

710.96, for the quarter ending June 30, 1896, why did 3yoav
wait until April 6, 1897, before disbursing $11,321.5S at,.
of it?

A I answered that the other day. The reason I did no9t
turn that money into the treasury was because I had not got
a statement from the Merchants National Bank of Ocala, and
I did not know exactly what the bank owed me.

Q 161 But, if I understand you, this money which you re-
ceived for the quarter ending Juay 30, 1896, was never depos
ited in the bank, but kept in a box in the vault, as you &a-f
previously testified. Is that so?

A There were two accounts kept; I do not want to make,
34 x
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m- fitl~~~any statement that would appear contradictory, but there was
_H M-~~~~just so much money went into the bank.
BS58fat~~~Q 165 The statement of your account with the Merchants

_^Bplw ;"-^- XNational Bank of Ocala shows your special account and your
i: B'^~~regular account being closed, according to your own books,

_; *1.~~~~that you had a balance of $10,927.01 on hand at the time that
I^^*fc- -~~the bank failed, giving you credit for the check of $22,000
! - I~~~~~which you claim never has been paid, which would leave the

tbank owing you, according to your books, $32,927.01, and
i; ~ ;,~~ .- you claim that the bank is indebted to the State in the sumn

of $34,907.01, being a greater indebtedness of $2,040 than
your accounts show. How do you account for this difference?

-I A That is what I have been working for several days now
o find out; there seems to be a discrenency of $2,040 in the

[""' '~ ~~~~accounts, and I think I will find it. If I do not find it I will
_|-,\~~~~* .certainly put in the cash to replace it.I eI .Q 166 You say you were in Nashville, Tennessee, on JulyV

r 1CLk i16, 1896. We have a telegram here from you to the Mer-
^---L .~-i~' -chants National Bank of Ocala, dated July 16, 1896, saying:
i, ',' '4|~"II place ten thousand with city, and send five thousand in
! ; j~~ ' ~-carrency." Signed, "C B Collins, State Treasurer." To what

does that retfer?
A I have never sent such a telegram, never heard of it be-

ford.
i [~~~~Q 167 It bas no reference to the $15,000 you say you

- 1- 'loaned him on that very day?
A I do not know, but it would seem to have, but I

_ inever heard of t hat before. It is all new to me. If the Mer-
I1 ~~~~chants National Bank ever received such a telegram it was

never sent by me, for I never sent such a telegram.
_US X~~~~Q 16S Mr Collins, will you please state your connection
_' ]~ . 4 ~'with the Jacksonville Telephone company at the time of its

__ _-dncoiporation?
A I do not know that this matter is connected with that

abusiness. I question the right of this committee to ask it.
; -a - - That is a private affair, and I do not care to answer it.

l At<^~~~~' 169 Will you please state to this committee what con-
't~ -, ~~'nectiorn you have had with Mr McConnell in regard to the

Fuliers Earth Mining company, an enterprise at Omaha and
* Kje~~South Dakota?

A Absolutely nothing.
Q 170 You furnished no money for that enterprise?
A Never a dollar.
Q 171 Do you know anything of it whatever?
A I heard McConnell disacussing it. Said he thought

there was a fortune in it, but I have no connlection with it'
whatever.
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Q 172 Did you, or did you not go out there with McCon-
; ell?

A I went out there, but not with McConnell.
Q 173 Is it not a fact that the Merchants National Bank

of Ocala paid your expenses out to Dakota, if you went out
-there?

A It never paid it with mny knowledge.
Q 174 I ask you again it you ever loaned him any money

to put in any enterprise of that kind.
A No, emphatically.
Q 175 Were you ever requested by Mr McConnell to go

*into the Fullers earth businese?
A No.
Q, 176 As to the Marion county school warrants there

seems to be some difference, the school board claims that they
never got the money, I want you to state to this committee,
when you proposed to loan the money, how it was that you
paid or if you have any evidence to show that the money was
paid to the rightful parties?

A To the best of my recollection that transaction was as
- follows: I first got a letter in the latter part ot November, or

the early part of December, 1896, from Mr McConnell, the
president of the Merchants National Bank of Ocala, stating
that the Marion county school board wanted to worrow $15,-
000 saying that he could not furnish it, and wanted to know if
I could furnish it. I wrote him that that was a large amount

J of money for them to want, but knowing how much money
Marion county used every year, and knowing that the teach-
er's warrants were unpaid. I answered him, and told him that
I would let him have the $15,000 if the board would make out
three warrants for $5.000 each, as I did not want to make it all
payable in one sumi. In the due course of mail I got a letter
from John W Stevens enclosing the three warrants for $5,000
each, and I enclosed to him a check to the amount of $10,000
and told him that I would remit the balance in a few days,
that I did not care to send all of it just at that time, it was a
little difficult to spare it, in fact i told him that I did not
want to spare that much just at that time. I went off then
d- own to Tampa for a couple ot weeks, and when I came back
I .ent the other $5,000 to John W Stevens, the county treas-
urer of Marion courty. That was all I knew about it. Never
heard anything until I got a telegram from Mr Harris asking
me if I had returned those school warrants. I answered that
I did not understand it.

Q 177 Did you write or say to Mr McConnell that it was
not right for you to loan the $15,000 to the county for that
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purpose, but that if he would take up the teachers warrants

in that way, and hold them until they amounted to $15,000'

that he could give you those warrants in the place of the

gBB---5 $15,000.
Ad *A No, I never saw the letter, I never wrote the letter.

Q 178 Did you consult the board in making this loan?
A No.
Q 179 Now in regard to the Citrus county $3,000. Did.

you loan that in the same manner?

! -: A Yes, in the same manner, and sent the money toN.

Barco, treasurer for Citrus county. And if it had not been

for the trouble coming up, I expect I would have loaned'

Hernando county some.

Q 180 Do you consider that it was right to do this without ;
consulting the Governor and Comptroller?

.^; ' ' A That would be a mere matter of opinion.

Q 181 How could you have deposited on July 13. 1896,

the tax redemption money that you did not receive until Sep.-.

30, and December 31, 1896?

A Well, that does look like it would be impossible, but it

was only a question of what account it should be charged to

in making the transfer of the money from the regular account

to the tax certificate account.
Q 182 You charged the bank of Ocala on your books with

-:- an item of $9,404.76; they have no record nor have they

I placed any such amount to your credit. Have you any evi--

Ij dence or a receipt from the bank for that amount?
A I guess I can show it up.
Q 183 Can you state what it was?

A $5,000 of it was certificate of the bank, and 4,404.':8

was Ocala scrip which was returned for collection.

Q 184 How did you get the Ocala scrip in your pos.

session?
A McConnell sent it to me amounting to that sum as se--

l~- .. . ..- curity. Afterwards I sent it to him for collection, and I in--

structed him to credit my regular account.
Q 185 Have you any receipt or acknowledgment from.

McConnell as evidence to this fact?

A I hope I will be able to find something of the matter-

as it never came to my attention until to-day.
Q 186 Is it a fact that you have checked up your monthly

^4 -statement from that bank to see if they were correct?
A I think I have, there were several of them missing, the

;i regular account I did not check personally.
Q 187 In checking these statements, would not this dis-
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'erepancy as large as $9,404.76 appeared in one or the other of
these accounts?

; A Most assuredly it would.
m Q 188 Have you as a matter of fact kept your bank state-

] - ments whether special or regular accounts checked up? b
A I have.

;Q 189 Up to what time?
4 ,A I have the last statement made up to the 1st of No-

vemlber.
s . Q o190 Have you compared these statements with your

books and found them correct?
A I think my tax certificate statement to the 1st of June

was correct, I think it was, but I won't be positive.
Q 191 Do you not think as a business man that you

would have been very particular to see that they were correct? - -

A I tried to be, but you know I was pick from October
^ nearly to April.

Q 192 But I am not alluding to that period. I am allude-
ing to the year 1895 when you were not sick, when you
could have compared your statements rendered on your 
t counts?

A I think so. I most certainly endeavored to do so.
Q 193 Why was not the check for $22,000 drawn in favor

of Stockton of the National bank charged to the National
Bank of the State?

A It was not charged because it was simply sent for col-
lection.

Q 194 Did any instructions follow that check?
A Yes.
Q 195 Then Mr Stockton acted under your instructions in

taking those securities?
A Yes.

* . Q 196 Why did you appoint Mr Stockton your trustee;
why did not you attend to your own business?

A He was very familiar with these matters, in dealing
with National banks, he had been receiver for one, was presi-
dent of another, and was very familiar and better qualified
than I was to attend to it.

Q 197 Did you instruct Mr Stockton to give the $15,000

loan by him to McConnell precedence over the $22,000 in the
' matter of security?

A Yes. He was to hold all securities for the $15,000.
Q 198 And you ackowledge that that indebtedness of

$15,000 was an indebtedness from the State funds?
A I do not acknowledge it was a debt against the Mer-

' chants National Bank.
Q 199 Going back to the monthly statements from the
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bank, you have received from the Merchants National -Bani'
of Ocala each mouth a statement of your account. Were,
those statements when received, checked and compared?

A Yes.
Q200 One of thiese statemnents, whichbyou hiave evidenitlv

checked for the month of August, 1896, shows a balance oe
$11,117 6.25. You also have another statement from the same
bank for the same period of time in which they place your-
balance at $2,588.80. Will you please tell us what action you
took in that matter?

A I never saw these statemnents, I knew nothing of themu,
no action was taken in regard to them, until I came home
in October.

Q201. Then as a matter of fact you did not check it?
A No, not until I came homne, and then there was a world

of business on my shoulders.
Adjourned.

EXRIIBIT 14.

(copy.)

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, STATE OF FLORIDA.

TREASURER'S OFFICE, 
TALLAHASSEE, FLA., January 12, 1897. ~

Gov. W. D. BLOXHAM,

Capitol:

DEAR SRu-I have the honor to report the names of banks,.
H ~~~~~~and the amount of Monley deposited in each on Decemberal1,.

1896; also securities with this department to secure such de-.
posits.
]. National Bank, State of Florida .$147,50 86

Duval county bonds ....... $90,000
Baker, Bradford and Columbia.. . 10,000

bn y 2. First National Bank, Pensacola ... 33,252 0
Pensacola city bonds .. o $25,000

3. Savings and Trust Bank, Jacksonville........ 15,000 OD'
Tampa city certificates.s$15,00

4. State Bank of Florida, Jacksonville.......... 5,000 0o
Tampa city certificates r ........ f5,000
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5. Putnam National Bank, Palatka ............ . $5,000 0b6
Jacksonville city bonds........8.. 5,000

6. Citizens-Bankand Trust Company, Tampa.. 5,000 00>
Tampa city certificates......... $5,024

Iv~~~~~~ 8~~~~$210,755 89,

The foregoing banks are paying interest under their bids--
for public money.

As Trcasurelr, and upon my own responsibility, I have de--
posited with the following banks, viz:

National Park Bank, New York................ $ 9,245 33:
Exchange National Bank, Tampa........... 10,000 0M

- First National Bank, T'allahassee .............. 8,334 10 

Capital City Bank, Tallahassee...... ..... 37,482 76

$65,062 1-

Yours truly,

V 1. L[Signed] C. B. COLLINS,
State Tieasurers

EXHIBIT 13.

LEDGER BALANCE, JANUARY 31, 1897.

State Treasurer .$. ....... ..... 127,779 12

National Bank State of Florida.. 127,478 51

F. N. Bank, Pensacola .......... 30,111 92

NatlonalPark Bank............ 15,523 61
General Revenue ...... $191,751 33.

One mill school tax ....... 21,469 41

State board of health .......... 14,190 90'
School flund principal.......... 11,217 94
Experiment station fund...... 4074 41

School fund interest.......... 39,966 85.

AgriculturalCollege fund ...... 474 03 
MIorrill fund, white college..... .,103 39
Morrill fund, black college...... 8,488 71

Seminary fund principal........ 568 76o

Sinking fund, bonds 1873 ...... 547 68S

Sinking fund, bonds 1871 ...... 39 75

$300,893 16 $300,893 1&

A6_I~C
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'GOVERNOR W. D. BILOXHAM:

DEAR SIR-I hereby certify that the above is a correct state-
raent of balances in said funds.

Very respectfully,
(Signed) C. B. COLLINS,

State Treasurer.

EXHIBIT 20.

(Copy.)

STATEMENT OF TREASURY BALANCE.

February 28, 1897.
DMPOSITS.

National Bank State of Florida . ........... $134,633 91
First National Bank, Pensacola ................ 27,890 70

N-ew York ...... 0...... .. .......... 3,841 36
Caip1ital C0ity Bank ................ ........... 26,577 03
Savings and Trust Bank, Jacksonville ......... . 15,000 00
Putnam National Bank . ............. 5,000 00

'Citixens S &D Bank, Tampa ................. . 5,000 00
State Bank Florida, Jacksonville . ......... 5,000 00
XEibchange Bank, Tampa . ..... ...... 5,000 00
First National Bank, Tallahassee . ........ . 229 32
Marion County School Vouchers . ......... 15,000 00
Capital Grounds advance . ..................... 360 00
laOrs and witnesses . ......... ...... 8,056 50

Receipts and vouchers in drawer....5... . . .. 5,135 11
rlorida State Bonds . ............... 6,300 00
Carrency and small change, check . ............. . 4,687 82
Silver ................................ ...... 500 00
Agriculture College advance . . . 235 76

Total ............ .... .... $268,447 51
mess State Board of Health .. . 4,342 06

$264,105 45
'The foregoing list is true and correct.

(Signed) C B COLLINS,
State Treasurer.

TAX CERTIFICATE FUND.

janwuary 31, cash . ................... $3,833 20
February 28, cash .................... 3,853 82

$7,687 02
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(Copy-)

CONDITION OF TBEASURY.

March 31, 1897.

I NationalPark Bank..........................$ 29,896 47
First National Bank, Penacola ................. 25,899 67
National Bank State of Fla .................... 108,625 68
S avings and Trust Bank Fla, .................. 15,000 00
Citizens Bank Tampa ........................ 5,000 00
State Bank Fla .............................. 5,000 00

Putnam National Bank............... .... 5,000 00
Capital City Bank .......................... 19,732 64
First National Bank Tallahassee ................ 229 32
School Warrants ......... 150.............. 15,000 00
Receipts................................... 8,405 15

' Currency and coin.......................... 15,193 82
Juror and witness vouchers.................. 8,621 50
Capitol fund overdraft ........................ 360 42
Agricultural College overdraft ................. 302 42

Total .................................. $260,524 61
Tax certificate fund cash ..................... 13,161 95

The foregoing is a correct statement of amount and location
of moneys belonging to the the Treasury of Florida.

S (Signed) C. B. COLLINS,
State Treasurer.

List of Bonds as Security. County and Miunicipal.
National Bank State of Fla.... ................. 75,000 00
Savings and Trust Bank ..................... 15,000 00
First National Bank Pensacola ................ 25,000 00
State Bank Fla.............................. 5,000 00
Putnam National Bank ..................... 5,000 00
Citizens Bank............................. 5,000 00

EXHIBIT 16.

(Copy.)
January 16, 1897.

HON. C. B. COLLINS,

State Treasurer.
DEAR SIR-I have the honor to request that you will at the

earliest possible day, give me the exact amount of public
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moneys you had deposited in the Merchants National Bank 

of Ocala, at the time of its suspension, stating how mnch of 

said moneys belonged to the State and how much to the

counties.
Be kind enough also to furnish me an itemized list of col-

laterals you stated you had taken from said bank as security. 

Allow me to express in this formal manner what I have

said to you in conversation that I would strongly advise you

not to have a dollar in any bank, that did not give you con-

vertabie collaterals for every dollar deposited. Tne treasury

can hold the funds, and is the proper place for the moneys

unless you are secured beyond any possible contingency. I

hope you will have all banks where you have moneys and 

hold collaterals, enter at once into a written agreement, under 

our laws, to dispose of said collaterals in case of any default

upon the part of said banks.
I leave Monday morning for Tampa, and will be gone

several days, hence write you this note to-night. Mr W M

McIntosh Jr will draw at my request, a contract for disposal

of collaterals, and hand vou. Please consult Comptroller and

Attorney-General and have it perfected, and send to all banks

whose collaterals you hold and require immediate execution.

With kind assurances, I am,
Most truly yours

(Signed) W. D. BLOXHAM.3.

EXHIBIT 17.

(Copy.)
TAMPA, FIA. January 21, 1897.

HION. C. B. COLLINS,

Tallahassee, Fla.:

MY DEAR SinR-I spent Monday night in Jacksonville, and

came through Ocala on Tuesday. I heard much that was

discouraging as to the prospects of getting anything from the

suspended Merchants National Bank of Ocala, which I will

discuss when we meet. I feel this matter very deeply. While

of course the bank, as you informed me, could not return the.

money last tall, and consequently was suspended then so far 

as your account as Treasurer was concerned, yet the develop-

ment of the fact the first week of this administration is a

source of great grief to me.
I wrote you as I left Tallahassee, urging you to get the

State's money in the treasury unless you could get convert-

able collaterals from the banks where depoeited. I urge it
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again, as the present outlook is not one of rest and confidence ;
in financial circles. I

Under my view of the law, you have no authority to place
moneys in any bank except where deposited at interest se-
cured by collaterals approved by the Governor, Comptroller 
and Treasurer; and no greater amount in any bank, than you
have collaterals for. 

I write you freely for I feel great apprehension, and fear -'
you allow your friendship for individuals to carry you beyond
the bounds of financial prudence. When it comes to the
moneys of the State, you should have no friends, and have
every transaction upon safe business principles.

I have heard things since I left that have caused me more
5'- anxiety, and I hope you will at once take steps to have no

moneys in any bank except where it is covered by a convert- 
able collateral. tr

i^~~~~~ ~~Very truly yours, 1 1
'*~~ . (Signed) W. D. BLOXHAM. 

EXHIBIT 18.

(Copy.)
HON. C. B. CottnNs, February 17, 1891

State Treasurer,

Tallahassee, Fla: 

DEAR SiR-Daring your absence, I received from the clerk 
in the Treasurer's office, what is designated as the ledger 
balance, giving the amount of money in the State Trvasury. 
This is a statement up to the 31st of January, 1897, andl 
represents that there is cash in the Treasury, $127,779 12. .

Under section 123 of the Revised Statutes, I have the honor f

'to request that you will give me an itemized statement of i
what these moneys consist if they are in the State Treasury; 
if they are not actually in the vaults of the State Treas- 
ury, please be kind enough to state where the moneys are
in what banks, the different amounts in each bank, and
everything connected with the deposit of the same, for my
information.

I would respectfully call your attention to the fact that 
this ledger balance presented is signed by your clerk, while .

the law requires that it should be certified and signed by
the Treasurer, officially. i

4 ' In addition, permit me to request that you will embrace 
in your monthly statement under said law, the amount of 

.j~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~I-,'
1

. * ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~* : 3

si ' I!'
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money on hand for tax certificates, and where such money is r
also deposited.

By reference to the law, you will see that in these
monthly reports, it is the duty of the Treasurer to report 
in detail the amount in currency, coin, drafts, checks, orders, 
receipts, bonds, coupons and other credit memoranda which
he may hleave representing cash, etc. I think upon reflec-
tion, you will appreciate my position and my duties at such
a time as this.

I have the honor also, again, to request that you will 
give me an itemized list of the collaterals you state that
you had taken Irom the Merchants National Bank of Ocala
when depositing public money in said bank, as per your
published statement.

I should have called your attention to the deficiency as
to details in the certification of the itemized ledger balance
handed me, immediately upon its reception, but your absence 
of course precluded my doing so.

I now take the earliest opportunity, after your return, to V
ask information which 1 have no doubt you will cheer- 
fully give. 

The more thought I give to the matter the more I am 
convinced that the spirit of the law does not authorize the
Treasurer to place any amount in the banks selected
by the Governor, Comptroller and Treasurer, larger than
you have collaterals for in accordance with the actions of 
the said officials; and if you have any excess in such banks, 
I would again earnestly urge upon you the propriety of
demanding additional collaterals at once, or withdrawing
the money and placing the same in the Statn Treasury.

With assurances of kind regards, I beg to remain,
Most truly yours,

(Signed) W. I). BLOXHAM.

EXHIBIT 19. -

(Copy.)
March 5, 1897.

Hon C B Collins, State Treasurer, Capitol:
DEAR SIR-The Constitution directs that the "Governor 

shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed." 
Our laws recognize but two methods of depositing moneys

in banks.
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Section 2189 of the Bevised Statutes authorizes the Comp-
trollel- to designate certain banks, under certain conditions,
to he depositaries of public funds.

Chapter 4157, Laws of Florida, authorizes the Governor,
Comptroller and Treasurer to place the public moneys in
banks, and what moneys are not so deposited have to remain
in the treasury.

In performance of my duties, therefore, to see that the laws
are faithfully executed, I have to direct that what moneys are

4 -, not deposited in banks under one or the other of these laws,
be at once placed in the treasury of the State.

If in yourjudgment additional watchmen ale required, I will
at once have reliable guards employed.

The fact that the law has been violated is no reason why
it should not be enforced, and your unfortunate experience
with the Merchants National Bank of Ocala should be an in-

- centive to o prompt compliance.
I have the honor to remain, 

Very Respectfully,
(Signed) W D BLOXHAM,

Governor,

TALLAHASSEE, FLA., July 23, 1896.

H. C. WRIGHT, Cashier,
Merchants National Bank, Ocala, Fla.:

DAAR Sia-To-day I charge your bank with transfer fromn
Capital City Bank, as per telegram, $7,500, also expense of
telegram in making transfer, $3.64; total, $7,503.64.

The State Treasurer has no incidental fund to draw against,
and as I do not think the State should pay for this, I charge to 
you.

YWr Yours very truly, 
CHAs. MUNROE, .!1

Chief Clerk.

(Copy.)
STATE OF FLORIDA, t

LEON COUNTY.
I hereby certify that this copy of

letter is a true copy of original in my possession. Signed this
the 6th day of May, A. D. 1891.

G. C. STAPYLETON,
Receiver of Merchants National Bank of Ocala,

i<~~~~~~ ~~Ocalal Fla. 
Filed withthe Investigating Committee on May E, 18970

.. . I :.4 :A
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EXHIBIT 11.

$2,500.00. JACIKSONVILLE, FLA., MIarch 1i, 1896.

Ninety days after date we promise to pay to the order
of C. B. Collins twenty-five hundred dollars at the National
Bank of the State of Florida, Jacksonville, for value received,
with interest at the rate of eight per cent. per annum until
paid.

JACKSONVILLE TELEPHONE CO.,

By A. 1I. IKING, Prest.
Due June 18.
No. 11,768.

(Endorsed on back.)

C. B. COLLINS: 

Pay National City Bank, New York, for credit account of
the Merchants National Bank of Ocala. 

R. B. MCCONNELL, Prest.

For Collection account of National City Bank, New York 
City.

GEO. O. MEEKER, Cashier.

Paid June18, 1896, National Bank of the State of Florida,
Jacksonville, Fla.

DEPOSITED IN THE MIERCHANTS NATIONAL BANK OF OCALA.'

PLEASE LIST CHECKS SEPARATELY.

Dollars. I Cents.
Bank Notes ..........................
Gold. .... ....................
Silver ...............................

Checks ...........................
N. D ................................ 2551 67
Int .................................. 51 67

Deposited by

C. B. COLLINS, Treasurer.

March 31, 1896.

Filed with the Investigating Treasury Committee on 5th
day of May, 1897.

E. M. GaEGG, Clerk.
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,TATE OF FLORIDA,?

LEON COUNTY. j

I hereby certify that this note and
attached deposit check are tiue copies of originals now in my
possession.

Signed this 6th day of May, A. D). 1897.

G. C. STAPYLETON,

Receiver Merchants National Bank of Ocala.

Ocala, Fla.

TA.LLHASSEE, May 2, 1891.

ML DEAR McCoNNEOu-Your letter of the 29th regarding
the check in favor of the Treasurer of Lake county is re-
ceived. I regret to tell you that you made a sad mistake in 
refusing it and one that has hrt you-also bringing my iaper 
intogdisrepute. I hand you the letters of the parties which
speak for themselves. The endorsemena on the check reads:
Pay to Banki of Eusatis, J Dyches, Treas. Lake County,"

and i am of the opinion that you must have overlooked some-
thing in your hurry. Please be more carelul in luture.

Answering your letter of the 20th, I will give you all the
time possible. Just continue to be frank with me and you
know you can dopene on me to stand by you.

I am quite feeble, having been in bed several days and only
dragged down to the office this morning by an effort. I was
warned last Friday that you were in trouble but did not let
it womerry me. I did not credit it. b 

Yours truly,
[Signed] C. B. COLLINS.

TALLAHASSEE, April 9, 1895. t

Ii. B. MCCONNELL, ESQ.,

Ocala, Fla.:

Mr DEAR SmF-Your letter concerning your neighbor A-
trouables me no little. The bank has s5,00a of my money on
deposit, and I-don't feel easy. I trust youv will keep down the
;orn and do what vou can to see me safe. I appreciate your

kind letter. Everything aboutthe Treasury is in elegant
shape hut that, and it does noit appear being protected by
funds out of the regular business. You may rely upon me to
rep ual) my balance with you to the bentr possible tigue, t bt

those items I sent were better credited on account as you welt

B ~~1Ol'Stsly 

[sigleel]a. B.COLLNS. 
~~~~~~~~~~t~~~~~0. i
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can see. I do not fear any investigation, in fact I want it to
come, o80 I can show the SLate a cleau set of accounts.

With high regard, I am,
Yours very truly,

(Signed) C. B. COLLINS.

TALLAHASSEE, FLA., Al il 11, 1895.
MY DEAR MCCONNELL:

Iwant you to strain every nerve to protect me in the
First National Bank matter. Do not present but one of
the certificates at a time, and if you get one I will feel one-

C -· ~third easier. I want vou and Stockton to put your heads
together to save me, for you both know if I have been a
friend to you. I do not want the public to know that I have
any money with Agnew if it can be avoided. The loss of
this money will ruin me politically as well as financially, but
I must meet it like a man. So many good friends urged me
to keep some with Agnew's bank and felt hurt at my not
doing so that last year when tax checks on them came in I
tried to be kind and make it easy as possible.

Faithfully yours,
(Signed) C. B. COLLINS.

TELEGRAMS AND LETTERS FILED WVITEH THE

COMMITTEE.

TALLAHASSEE, FLA., 4, 13, 1806.
It B M[CCONNELL

See Agnew's telegram to me and arrange as you deem best;
give time if secured; I do not wish to press matters if State is
made safe.

C B COLLINS

TALAIIkASSEE, FLA., April 20, 1895.

H B MCCONNELL, ESQ
At Jacksonville.

MY DEAn SIB-I cannot well come over to Jacksonville.
just now. In fact I think it best for me to remain here at my
post and not seem to be troubled about matters at Ocala. I
feel so relieved since you got the money from Agnew's bank
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that I almost want to shout. I will depend upon yon and
Stockton to keep the ship floating.

Keep me posted as to any new developments and use my
name as little as possible in money matters.

Very truly yours,
[Signed] C B ColLINs.

* .TALLAHASSEE, April 22, 1895.

My DEAR. MCCONNELL-I hand you my renewal note as re-
quested. Please pardon me for not attending to this
promptly-it was an oversight.

1trust that all will work well with you during these
troublous times and that you will sail smoothly.

I will hit you for that $15,000 in May and I want you
to keep prepared. I will have to pay out over $150,000 in 1
May.

Yours truly, 
(Signed) C. B. COLLINS.

TALLAHASSEE, May 18, 1895.
MY DEAr MCCONNELL-Your letter of the 14th is received,

Hold the school warrant $5,000 until next month as you sug-
gest and let me have the money then, or rather you may pass T
it to credit my special fund and I will draw against it in July. -

Please accept my congratulations upon the excellent statement 
you make. I always rejoice at your success. It will be neces- 
sary for me to cut down my general account with you, but I
will keep the special at the best possible figure. You know I 
can not keep money with you if so doing I am forced to cut
down the interest bearing deposit with banks having bonds.

- For instance, I must keep $25,000 with Pensacola because 
they have that much under contract with the board, and so for |
others. This year will be a serious one with the Treasury, and '
since the collection of taxes has been stopped I am fearful of
great stringency.

With best wishes and regards to your good wife, I am
Yours very truly,

(Sd) C. B. COLLINS.

TALLAHASSEE, FLA., May 22, 1895. 

R. B. MCCONNELL, HIotel Coquina-I can spare five just 
Dow. , 

C. B. COLLINS..
35 x
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TALLAHASSEE, FLA., Mays 24, 1895.

it. rB. MCCONNELL-I will write you fully by mail.
C. B. COL.LINS.

T ALLAIHASSE., May 24, 1895.
MY DEAR MCCONNELL-I bate not to give you the otheri ~1: :985,000 of New York exchange, butI can not spare it just now,

for I am getting none and have drawn very heavily. In this con-
nection let me suggest that it might be better not to use the wire
so much, because such matters get out and may do us both
harm. You know how politics enters into everything

j;~ ~ now, and our enemies are tireless. What seems to be the
/ '- ~ ~ matter just now, and why not pay mly check to Stockton in

,K~ - currency? You made a fine showing recently and oughllt to
have plenty of cash. Now, my dear boy, you must keep in
trim to meet the call for State money, but of course you know
I will be as easy as possible. I must have the $15,000 spoken
of just as soon as possible, and that $5,000 check was for the
first installment. At the risk of being tiresome, I must beg
you to stop loaning. Let mue hear frocm you often.

Younrs truly,
~~it-n_~~~~~~~ ~(Sd) C. B. COLLINS.

TALLAHASSEE, Sept. 25, 1995.
My DEAR MCCONNELL-I want you, or you and Mlr.

Stockton, to assist me in getting $5,000 for a purpose whereby
I call make some money. The facts alre simply these:

I am one of three incorporators of the Jacksonville Tele-
-phone Company, and it will be necessary to put in a portion
oif the plant before we can get fundlcls to finish it. I shall re-
quire about $25,000 in all, but $5,O00 will be enough to start
on. I am thoroughly convinced that there is good money in it.
Now, if I can meet yon and Stockton in Jacksonville we can
liscuss the matter when I disclose my plan with its details.
Please let me know wbhen I can meet you there.

Very truly yoilurs,

(Sd) C. B. CoLLINS.

TALLAHASSEE, Sept. 25, 1S9.5.

MBA DEAR MMCCONNSELL-I have your letter of the 23d. I
am aot prepared to think that Me.ssrls. Anderson and Green
would condemn me for doing my duty to the State. The
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t board has a right to fix any price it sees proper upon lands,

but it fixed upon "taxes, interest and costs," and I can not vary

this in the absence of the Commissioner and Comptroller. If

: any clerk down stairs promised the land for less, he acted

without authority. I would be glad for our friends to make a

-good thing out of this, of course, and anything I may lawfully
* do, consistent with my duty to the State, I will gladly do, but

^ I am quite sure they do not fully appreciate my position and

' motive in the matter. It would humiliate me if I thought

t Q they expected me to do other than I have done in the prem-

ises. When an appeal is mnade to the board to reduce the

price, there must be some good and sufficient reasons shown why

such reduction should be made. We always try to accommo-

date the owner of any property who may wish to redeem it, and 

we have reduced the rate in some instances; but only because 

we thought it best for the State as well as the owner. If spec- 
ulators have gotten anyv reduction at any time, there was either 

a misapprehension of the facts, or the board erred in its judg-

inent. At all events, the determination of the board is to

make no reduction except for good cause shown. If you think

proper, you may show this letter to these gentlemen, and if

-they will indicate wherein I have erred, I will gladly listen to

reason.
* - Very truly yours,

(Sd) C. B. CoLLINs,
State Treasurer.

TALLAHASSEE, Sept. 27, 1895.

MY DEAR MCCONNELL-I expect to go to Atlanta about

next Saturday, the 5th of October. I judge from your letter

that you are going off sonmewhere, and possibly it is to that

point. I will not be able to leave the office next week at all

on account of the press of work requiring my personal atten-

tion. I am to be in Atlanta especially on the 7th, 8th and 9tlh 

of October as delegate to the Southern Immigration Congress,

about which I don't know a blamed thing, but possibly I am
not too old to learn.

Yours truly,
(Sd) C. B. COLLINS.

8',~~~ 1~~TALLAHArSSEE, Dec. 28, 1895.

MY DEAR McCONNELL-My wife and I expect to leave to-

night for Jacksonville. I am improving apparently every day,

.

A._- : 
! '~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~T
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but am yet far from well. Don't know exactly where I shall
go, but think Palm Beach is the present objective point..
Will not work for a long while. Think I have drawn on you
to cover the $10,000, and will draw no more soon. Keep your-
self in good shape, for if anything should happen to me no
telling who would fill the place. I hope to hold it myself,..
God willing.

With much regard, I am
Your friend,

(Sd) C. B. COLLINS.

TAMPA, Jan.30, 1896.
P. B. MCCONNELL., Ocala, Fla.:

MY DEAR SIR-I trust that I did not offend when I wrote
to Stockton to help you out. 1 relied upon our well estab-
lished friendship and intimacy and did what I deemed the best.
Unfortunately I found S. almost as hard up as you were and
my Treasury cash alarmingly low. The board has $150,000
at interest, and that must not be touched so long as I have a
dollar available elsewhere; so vou see nmy predicament. I was
very glad when S. showed me your letter, for I was really
troubled about the matter.

I am still improving and hope to beat you fishing when I
turn my face North again. Tampa is very dull. I caught
about 70 fish yesterday and went on an excursion today. My
headquarters will he here some time yet.

Yours truly,
(Sd) C. B. COLLINS.-

Box 171.

TAMPA, Feb. 3, 1896.

R. B. MCCONNELL, FSQ., Ocala, Fla.:

My DEAR Sin-I have your letter. Mr. Stockton will assist
you in the matter of the amount falling due. It will be im-
possible for me to do it even if I were at Tallahassee. I shall
be here but a few days longer, when I expect to visit some
other points in South Florida, and will come by Ocala later.
The News spoke without any authority from me. I am a can-
didate for re-election. Of course I would like something
better but I will not throw away the substance for the shadow..

Yours very truly,
(Sdl) C. B. COLLINS.
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ANTHONY, March 7, 1896.

CAPT. IH. C. WRIGHT, Cashier, Ocala:

DEAR SIR-Will yoU kindly tell me by tomorrow's mail how
-my Treasmer's accounts stanild with your bank? Do this at
-once please. Just state balances. When do you expect Mr.
McConnell back? I have just learned that he is absent.
Kindly let me know how the bank is doing now and what the

.outlook is. I want to come down Monday afternoon if I am
well enough.

Very truly yours,
(Sd) C. B. COLLINS.

TALLAH.USSEE, March 31, 1896. 
H: I. C. WRIGHT, Cashier, Ocala:

DEAP. SIRP-In July last you charged my special accounmt
with check No. 7, Thor. P. DenhaLm, cashier, $5,000, which
should have been charged to my regular account. Check was
-dated July 11, 1895.

Please make the needful change and oblige
Yours truly,

(Sl) C. B. COLLINS.
Please send statements every monthl and it will save

trouble.

TALLAIIA1SSEE, March 31, 1896. 

MY DEAP. MICCONNTELL-I see that the Banner has come
out for General Dickinson and I suppose that I will have to
get to work. Of course you will do what you can, but do
not let it seem like a bank fight for me. You must work 
quietly througll others. Bob Anderson is doing all he can to
injure me, but I don't want him to know tbat I have found him -

out, so be careful. Sluppose you sound Weathers to find out
what he will do. If von can secure Ocala for me the balance .L
of the county will be all right-a majority of it. Get in your
work at McIntosl and also Girahamville. Letmeknow howyou
are progressing "out West," as I feel anxious for you there.
Your last statement in Free Press is not the best you ever 
:j)t out.

You must be prepared for my clefeat at the convention and
be ready to have the account drawn out with the end of the
year, but we will hope for better things than defeat.

Yours truly,

(Sd) C. B. COLLINS. 

3I

'-i
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TALLAHlASSEEE, April 4, 1896.
IR. B. MCCONNELL, Esq., Ocala:

MY DEAR SiR-I hand You a statement of the condition"
of the Welshton lots you wanted, showing against them
$135.10 up to sale of 1893. I will hold them until I hear
from you. You might have Louis Brumby announce with a
kindly comment the fact that I am a candidate for re-election
and that there is practically no opposition. Also have the
News give me a friendly notice. It has seemed much more
disposed to be nice toward me. Old man Ditto will work for
me with a certain element, and can do good work. I do not
wish anything unkind said about the old General. Of course
we must look out for Marion county, but I do not look for
trouble elsewhere. Do what you can in Citrus and Hernando,
also Sumter, but be careful to keep the bank out of the fight.

Now, about your Fuller's Earth venture-
Would it be possible in working up the business to give

Chester a job? The poor fellow is worrying because he has
nothing to do, and I know that he would be very active in
working Up any outdoor business. Ie could go out West if
necessary, and I should be very glad for him to get a chance.

Keep me posted as to how the matter progresses.
Yours truly,

(Sd) C. B. COLLINs.

TALLAHASSEE, April 23, 1896.

1-I. C. WRIGHT, Cashier. Ocala:
MAl DEAR SmR-Kindly obtain mny tax receipt from Mr.

Pooser and charge to my special account the amount, $11.417,
as per enclosed card.

Tell McConnell I am still waiting for his letter.
Yours truly,

(Sd) C. B. COLLINS.

TALL&HASSEE, May 11, 1896.

My DEAn MCCOnNELL-Please have your bookkeeper
burry up the statement and vouchers. A letter of inquiry
from the bank examiner is waiting an answer from me. Of.
course I can male it, but I -%want to compare the statement-
with my books.

Yours truly,
(Sd) C. B. COLLINS..
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AI^~~ ~TALTLAIASIEE, June 9, 1896.

X R. B. MCCONNEBLL, President Merchants' National Bank,.
^: Ocala, Fla.:

RDEA. SIR-Statement for May received, showing to my
credit *3,696.85. This agrees with my books.
A-*.~~ - ~~Yours very truly,

I, ' (Sd) C. B. COLLINS, 
: '<-~~~~~~~ ~State Treasurer.-
<of~~~~~~~~ M.

.^ ,~-1?, FTALLAHASSEE, June 26, 1896.

DEAR ME. MCCONNELL-No doubt you are beginning to

; think very strange at not hearing from Mr. Collins, and I know

you will feel equally grieved when you learn how very ill
he has been. I have indeed had a most trying week. He |

expected to have gone to Jax Monday night to meet you . j

theire, and when he could not do so I telegraphed to Mr. -

Stockton to let you know that he was very sick and thought 
that 1 would hear from you, and I sent the message to Mr.

Stockton because I did not know where to find you. Hle lay

in an unconscious condition from Sunday until Wednesday,
and we entertained very little hopes of his recovery. He was

very much astonished upon coming to himself to learn that he
had been sick, and could not credit it at first. HIe is very

much better tonight and perfectly rational, but yesterday h& ;;

had a rise of fever in the afternoon and lost his head again..
HIe is still quite sick and so weak. We have had two doctors -

with him all the time. Ile has not been well for many weeks,.
and was real sick the week before the convention at Ocala, but
got out of bed and ready to go that night with the delegation, 
but when the carriage came for us (for I was going with him).

he was too nervous and sick to start, and that is why we wrote

to Capt. Wright. I firmly believe that the annoy-

ance and suspense of that time and the falseness
' of some pretended friends and supporters had much

to do with his illness. The doctors think he had

$ a slight hemorrhage on the brain, caused by the breaking of a

small blood vessel, producing partial paralysis, for all the

muscles of his body were in that condition. It was with 
great difficulty that he could swallow his medicine. All of 

that is over now, and he is so much better that I trust now

with care he will soon be up. He expected very soon to have -

gone off somewhere on a trip for a much needed rest and 

change; can't say now when he will do so, and I know as

Ak-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~,.
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soon as he can get off it would do him a wonderful amount 
of good. I appreciate, and so did he, your kind thoughtful-
ness for his health and your generous offer in one of your
last letters. He will write to you as soon. as he is able or I
shall write for him at his dictation. He has been too sick and
really could not undclerstand anything about business, so that
matter of $5,000 was necessarily delayed a few days, but Mr.
Monroe sent it to Capt. Wright this morning on Jax. 

I trust your business venture in the far Northwest will turn
outfar better and more profitable than you could possibly 
anticipate. I wish it for your sake, and then, too, for Mr.
Collins', for then it will give him the necessary cash to take
the long needed rest and enable me to accompany him. Now
that seems very selfish of me to express it that way, but I
know you will appreciate how I feel about it.

With kindest regards and best wishes, believe me, very
sincerely your friend.

(Sdc) Mps. C. B. COLLINS.

TALLAIASSEE, June 26, 1896.
MERCIHANTS' NATIONAL BArNs-Send you check on Jack-

sounville today.
(Sd) C. B. COLLINS,

Treasurer.

NASHVILLE, TERXN. July 16, 1896.

MIERCH-ANTS' NATION1AL BANIK, Ocala-Iplace ten thousand
with City and send five thousand in currency.

(Sdl) C. B. COLLINS,
State Treasurer.

TALLAHASSEE, Sent. 5, 1896.

I-I. C. WRIGHT, Cashier Merchants' National Bank, Ocala, Fla.:

DEAR SIR-Your statement of my accounlt received for
AugLst, showing to my credit S8,175.60. This does not agree
with my books.

Your statement to June 15th agreed with mine. On that
date my account showed to my credit *1,552.88. Remit-
tances to you have been as follows:
June 15th,balance as per your statement. ....... $1,552 88
June 26th, remittance as per my books.......... 5,000 00
July Gth, remittance as per my books........... 2,777 48 g
July 9tb, remittance as per my books........... 3,750 00

N~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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July 17th, remittance as per my books ........... $7,500 00
July 17th, remittance as per my books.......... 7,503 64

$28,084 00 
Deduct check out............ . .... 6 01

Balance as per my books August 31, 1896........ $; 28,077 99
Yours very truly,

(Sd) C. B. COLLINS,
State Treasurer.

M.
I have been notified of no credit of any of the above

amounts to "special" account by Mr. Collins,
(Sd) MUNROE.I

CHICAGO, ILL., Sept. 7, 1896.

R. B. MCCONNELL, Jacksonville-I am utterly unable to

do more. Remember your promise. Leaving for Amite
City, Louisiana.

C. B. CoumNs.

TALLAHASSEE, FLA., Oct. 13, 1596.

R. B. MCCONNELL-Letter not received. WTill come this
- afternoon probably.

C. B. COLLINS. 

TALL.AHASSEE, FLA., Oct. 13, 1896.

R. B. MCCONNELL-WTi ill sell the land. Everything lovely.

Will write fully.
C. B. COLLINS.

'- -I ·I

TALLAIIASSEE, FLA., Oct. 14, 1896.

R. B. MICCONNELL-I will come. 
C. B. COLLINS.

TALLAHASSEE, FLA., Oct. 14, 1896.

R. B. MCCONNEELL, Ocala-Meet me tomorrow morning in
Jacksonville.

C. B. COLLINS.

"1Iit

- 9.h
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TALLAHASSEE, IFLA,, Oct. 15, 1896
R. B. MCCONNEI.L, Ocala-I vill come.

COLLINS.

TAILLAHASSEE, FLIA., Oct. 15, 1896.
R. B. MCCONNELL-Missed my train by accident. Must I

try again.
COLLINS.

TALLAHASSEE, Oct. 22, 1896, 7 P. BI.
DEAR MCCONNELL -I have just gotten a telegram from Jar

to the effect that you have sent barely enough paper to cover
the money Stockton let you have.

I hate to think that you are trying to deceive me, but it
-1··~ ~looks like it. I do not understandcl you, and am sorry that you

failed to keep your word with me. If you are determined to
break your promise I can not help yout firther. I feel grieved
and hurt at your action.

Yours truly,

',Ji~~~~ ,; ~~~~(Sd) C. B. COLLINS.L~~~~~~ ~~~~TALLAEHASSEE, FLA., Oct. 23, 1S96.
R. B. MC'CoNNELI-Stockton will be here today. I depend

111'0] you.

((Sd) C. B. COLLIXS.

TALLAHASSEE, FLA., Oct. 23., 1896.
I. B. McCoNNELLr-Tradcle is consummated; everythincg will

be lovely.
(Sd) COLLINS.

TALLAHASSEE, FLA., Nov. 23, 1896.
TI. B. 21CCONNELL, President, Ocala, Fla.:

MY DEAP SIP.-I would not refuse to advance the money
($2,000) to the Citrus county school board until I could hear
from you. I would like to accommodate that people when I
can dlo so with no risk to the State, and also, if so doing·
would be of any benefit to your bank. If you want to do
this and will get their note in usual form at ninety days and
transfer same to me, I will furnish the money. I know those
people are hard up and need the money. The board must
know, howevelr, that I hold the note, and must expect to pay
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the money to me at maturity, and they must understand that
there cam be no claims or offsets against said note. The State
will want 24 per cent. per annum, as the banks pay. Under-
stand me, I don't like to do this unless I could do the same
for every county, and do not positively promise it until I hear
from you again. Please let me have my vouchers, as I wrote
for them some time since. Take time and get them up.
Also tell me about your condition and keep me posted. I ex- 
peqt to go to Tampa soon, and will call by to see you. Don't

i .telegraph so much in business matters. You never can tell
when a matter will be "given away" by some operator. Tell
me how matters are with you in New York and also that phos-
phate affair of Arentz.

Don't forget the vouchers.
Yours truly,

(Sd) C. B. COLLINS,
State Treasurer. 

TALLAHASSEE, FLA., Dec. 10, 1896.
It. B. MCCONNXELL-I think the matter can he arranlged.

See my letter.
(Sd) C. 13. COL.LIs.

TATLAHIIASSE1E, 1 .A., Dec. 1(, ISi9.
1P. B. MfCCoNBT1ELlS-Citrxus and part of Marion mailed toldayi.

C. 1. Coi.i.ixs.

TAI tIIASSEE, Dec. 1G, 1896(.

U. r,. MICCONNiELL, President, Ocala: 
MAr DEAR SIR-I hand you herein at request of N. Bareo,

Treasurer of Citrus comunty:
No. 8,5T9, Capital City Bank, N. ...... $2,000 0o
No. , State Treasurer on you....... 1,000 00

*3,000 (0
Please credit N. Barco, Treasurer, Citrus county. I hazve

written him of my action.
Yours tlrul,

(Sd) C. I3. COi.LINS,
State 1'reasurer.
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TALLAHASSEE, Jan. 2, 1897.

MY DEAR MCCONNELL-I got home yesterday afternoon

from Tampa. Was sick clown there and did not enjoy my

trip. In response to your telegram of today I have mailed
you the balance of the $15,000 for Stevens. Now I want you
to write me fully and frankly the condition of affairs. How
do you stand with Griffin and where will he keep his account?
I shall have to draw some more checks in favor of Treasurer 
in tax certificate money. The amounts will not be large this
time, I hope.

Don't fail to send my vouchers at once. I must have them'
to close up my old business. Please don't delay in this mat-
-ter, for you don't know how it bothers me.

Don't use the wires so much; it is dangerous.
Yours truly,

(Sd) C. B. COLLINS.

State of Florida,)
Leon County. i
I hereby certify that the foregoing copies of letters and

Telegrams, numbering 1 to 36 pages inclusive, are true copies

of origrinals in my possession. Signed this, the 6th day of

May, A. D. 1897.
G. C. STAYPLETON,

Receiver Merchants National Bank, Ocala, Fla. -

[File No. 9,844.]

WAR\VRAN\TY DEED FROM R. B. M'CONNELL, PRESIDENT MER-

(.'IIHANT.S NNATIONAI. BANK, TO J. N. C. STOCKTON.

The State of Florida,)
Marion County. 

Know all men by these presents-
That the Merchants' National Bank of Ocala, a corporation

existing under the laws of the United States, of the aforesaid

county and State, for and in consideration of the sum of $15,-

000, to us in hand paid by John N. C. Stockton of the county

of Duval, in the State of Florida, the receipt whereof we do

hereby acknowledge, have granted, bargained, sold and con-

veyed, and by these presents do grant, bargain, sell and con-

vey unto him, the said John N. C. Stockton, all that certain

lot, piece, tract or parcel of land, situate, lying and being in
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the city of Ocala and county of Marion, State of Florida, par- 
ticularly known and described as follows, to-wit: 

Beginning at the northwest corner of block numbered sixty- 
six (66), old survey of said city of Ocala, and lyming southeast .t from the Court House square, and from thence run south sixty |

- (60) feet; thence run east one hundred (100) feet; thence run th

north sixty (60) feet; thence run west one hundred (100) feet 
to the place of beginning, and being a part of lot two (2) of 

.' said block sixty-six (66) of the old survey of said city of 
Ocala, containing by estimation - acres of land, more or
le.ss, together with all and singular the tenements, heredita-

! ments and appurtenances to the same belonging or in any wise 
appertaining. A

STo have and to hold the same unto him, the said John N. C. ̀
Stockton, and to his heirs, executors, administrators and assigns,
in fee simple absolute. And we, the said Merchants' National ,
Bank of Ocala, a corporation existing under the laws of the L
United States, do hereby covenant and agree to and with the
said John N. C. Stockton that they are lawfully seized in fee
simple of the property herein and hereby conveyed, and that
they have good and lawful right to sell and convey the same; -
that the same is free from all encumbrances of any kind what-

x soever, and that they will and their administrators shall and will
forever warrant and defend the same unto him, the said John
N. C. Stockton, and to his heirs, executors, administrators and -T

2 assigns, against the lawful claims and demands of any and all 
persons whomsoever, now claiming or hereafter to claim the j
same.

In witness whereof, we have hereunto set our hand and
affixed our seal on this 24th day of October, A. D. 1896. aI

TL-E MEICHANTS' NATIONAL BANK o OCALA. [Seal.].
By R. B. McCIiONNELL, President. [Seal.] 

Signed, sealed and delivered in presence of us as witnesses: ' , 
S. V. NEELEY, (Corporate ) 

T. E. JORDAN. < Seal. S 

The State of Florida, \
Marion County. 
Before me personally appeared R. B, McConnell, to me well

known as the President of the Merchants' National Bank of
Ocala, who acknowledges that he executed, signed, sealed and

- delivered the foregoing deed of conveyance for the uses and 
purposes therein contained and expressed. 

t ';~~~~~~ R. B. McCONELL, 

s. ' . *' I~~~,'ii
.,"

"
B r ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ - '.-
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Acellnowledged and subscribed before me this 24th day of
Octobelr, A. 1. 1896.

Notary T. E. JORDAX,

Seal. Notary Public.
A true copy. Filed January 14 (7:15 a. in.), 1897T, and re-

cordeld at 9:30 a. m., January 14, 1897.
S. r. SIsTr.UNKr, Clerk.
By D. A. MILLE, D. C.

State of Florida,)
Mlarioll County. 
I, Simeon T. Sistrunk, Clerkl of the Circuit Court in and for

Malrion county, do certify that the foregoing is a true and cor-
rect copy of the deed as same appears on record in the public
records of Malrionl county, to-wit: In Deed Book 94, at page
409.

Witness my hand ancld seal of oulr said Cirlcuit Court this 3d
dlay of Mlay, A. D. 1897.

S. T. SISmIUNx, Clerk. [Seal.]

Mr. Gaillardcl moved that the report be received and the
committee be discharged;

Which was agreed to.
Mr. HIartridge moved that 200 copies of the committee re-

port be printed in pamphlet form.
Mr. Chipley offered as an ameindment that 500 copies in-

steacl of 200 be printed.
Mr. Hartridge accepted the amendment.
And the motion as amended was agreed to.
Tlie following message fromu the Governor was read:

STATE O 1 FLOIIDA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
TALLAHASSEE, May 7, 1897. 9

HON. CfHAS. J. PERRENOT,

President of the Senate:

SIR-I have the honol to inform the Senate that I have to-
day approved the f.llowing bill, which originated in that
body, and have filed same with the Secretary of State:

An act abrogating citations of appeals in chancery causes
from the Circuit Coulrts to the Supreme Court, and making
the record of the entry of such appeals notice in such causes

Very respectfully,
W. D. B3LOXAM,

Governor.



559

Also the following:

STATE OF FLOPIDA, EXECUTIVE DEP&RTMENT, t

TALLAHASSEE, May 8, 1897. -

1ON. CHAS. J. PERPENOT,

President of the Senate:

SIR-I have the honor to inform the Senate that I have to- 

day approved the lollowing bill which originated in that

body, and have filed the same with the Secretary of State:

.An act to amend an act entitled an act to abdlish the pres- 

ent municipal government of the city of Sanford, Orange 

county, Florida, and organize a city government for the 
same, and provide its jurisdiction and powers.

Also,

An act to abrogate the writ of Scire Facias

ad Aucliendun Errolres in appellate proceedings to

the Supreme Court, and to provide a substitute tberefor in

civil causes.
Very respectfully,

W. D. BLOXHA1,
Governor.

Mr. Carson, Actillng Chairman of the Committee on Educa-

tion, submllitted the following report:

SENATE CIIAMBERP, 
TALLTT.AHASSEE, FLA., May 7, 1897.

HON. CHAS. J. PEP.ENOT,

President of the Senate: 

Sir-Your Committee on Education, to whom was re- i

ferred-

Senate Bill No. 188:
A bill to hle entitled an act to repeal section 3 of chapter

4332 of the Larws of Florida, entitled an act requiling the

Boards of Public Institutions for the several counties ot this

State and treasurers of county schcol funds to make and pub-

lish itemized financial statements of their dealings with

county school funds, approved Mlay 30, 1895.

Have had the same under consideration, and recommend

that the same do not pass.

Very respectfully,

C. A. CARSON.

Acting Chairman Committee on Education.

4r.
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And Senate Bill No. 188, contained in the above report,
was placed on the calendar of bills on second reading.

Mr. Gaillard, Chairman of the Committee on Commerce
and Navigation, submitted the following report:

SENATE CHAMBER, 
TALLAIASSEE, FL&A., May 8, 189'7. 

HON. CHAS. J. PERRENOT,

President of the Senate:

SIR-Your Committee on Commerce and Navigation, to
whom was referred-

Senate Bill No. 205:
A bill to be entitled an act to declare navigable West Put-

man creek in Holmes county, and to fix a penalty for ob-
structing the same.

Have had the same under consideration, and recommend
that the same do pass.

Very respectfully,

H. GAILLARD,

Chairman Committee on Commerce and Navigation.

And Senate Bill No. 205, contained in the above report,
was placed on the calendar of bills on second reading.

Mr. Carson, Chairman of the Committee on Mining and
Phosphate, submitted the following report:

SENATE CHAMBER, 
TALLA&HASSEE, FLA., May 7, 1897. i

HON. CHAS. J. PERRENOT,
President of the Senate:

SIR-Your Committee on Mining and Phosphate, to whom
was referred-

Senate Bill No. 187:
A bill to be entitled an act establishing a geological survey

ot the State of Florida.
Have had the same under consideration, and recommend

that it do not pass.
Very respectfully,

C. A. CARSON,
Chairman Committee on Mining and Phosphate.
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And Senate Bill No. 187, contained in the above report,
was placed on the calendar of bills on second reading.

Mr. Chipley, Chairman of the Committee on City and
.County Organization, submitted the following report:

SENATE CHAMBER, )
TALLAHASSEE, FLA., May 8, 1897. 

HON. CHAS. J. PERRENOT,

President of the Senate:

'VW SIR-Your Committee on City and County Organization
to whom was referred-

Senate Bill No. 169:
A bill to be entitled an act to establish the municipality of

Belleair, provide fur its government and prescribe its
jurisdiction and powers.

Also,
Senate Bill No. 193:

V. A bill to be entitled an act to amend sections I and 2 of an
act entitled "an act to provide for municipal officers of the
city of Jacksonville, a municipal corporation existing in
Duval county, Florida, to prescribe their terms of office, pro-
vide for their election and appointment, and to regulate their

4^ - compensation, and to repeal chapter 4301 of the Laws of
X: Florida," approved May 27, 1895.

Also,
Senate Bill No. 194:
A bill to be entitled an act to define the powers and duties

-of the Board of Public Works and Bond Trustees of the city
of Jacksonville.

Also, 
Senate Bill No. 195:

A A bill to be entitled an act to amend section 5 of chapter 
4' 4498 of the Laws, of Florida, entitled an act to provide for

municipal officers of the city of Jacksonville, a municipal cor-
I poration existing in Duval county, Florida, to prescribe their 1-

terms of office, provide for their election and appointment
and regulate their compensation, and to repeal chapter 4301
of the Laws of Florida, approved May 27, 1891.

Beg leave to report that they have carefully considered the
same, and recommend that they do pass.

Very respectfully,

W. D. CHIPLEY,
Chairman Committee on City and County Organization.
30 x I
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And Senate Bills Nos. 169, 193, 194, and 195, contained im 

the above report, were placed on the calendar of bills on sec-
ond reading.

Mr. Barber, Chairman of the Committee on Engrossed Bills,
submitted the following report:

SENATE CHAMBER,
TALLAHASSEE, FLA., May 8, 1897.5

HON. CRAS. J. PEREREOT, 
President of the Senate:

SIR-Your Committee on Engrossed Bills, to whom was&
referred-

Senate Bill No. 87:
A bill to be entitled an act to regulate the catching or tak- *

ing of fish in the waters of the State of Florida.
Beg leave to report that they have carefully examined the 

same, and find it correctly engrossed.
Very respectfully, ;

CHAS. F. BARBER, 
Chairman Committee on Engrossed Bills. I

And Senate Bill No. 87, contained in the above report, .
was placed on the calendar of bills on third reading.

Bills on Second Reading.

Mr. Palmer of 11th moved that Senate Bill No. 24, the- 
first on the calendar, exchange places with House Bill No. SG;

Which was agreed to.
And,
House Bill No. 80:
A bill to be entitled an act providing for the appointment

of official samplers of phosphate at the several ports where
phosphate is shipped in the State of Florida, defining the
duties of such official samplers of the railroad, terminal and;
other companies and persons, fixing the fees and the manner
of collection and payment thereof, forbidding sampling ot
phosphate at ports by other persons, empowering the ap-
pointment ofdtputies and prescribing penalties fora violation
of the provisions of this act,

Was taken up and read the second time in full.
Mr. Palmer of 11th moved that the rules be waived, and

that House Bill No. 80 be read the third time and put upon
its passage.

Which was not agreed to.
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And House Bill No. 80 was placed on the calendar of biS-
on third reading.

Senate Bill No. 66:
A bill to be entitled an act to abolish the present corpoas-

tion of the town of Clear Water Harbor, Florida, and tD
provide fora municipal government for the town of CResr 
Water, and to define the boundaries thereof,

Was taken up and read the second time in full, and referred,
to the Committee on Engrossed Bills.

Senate Bill No. 100:
A bill to be entitled an act t3 extend the time for the eons-

pletion of the entire main lines of the South Ameniem.
International Railroad,

Was taken up and read the second time in full.
Mr. Fuller offered the following amendment to Senate-El. -

No. 100:
In the title strike out the words "a bill to entitle an a-e;

and substitute therefor the words "a bill to be entitletd i9
an act.."

Mr. Fuller moved the adoption of the amendment;
Which was agreed to.
And Senate Bill No. 100, as amended, was referred to thea

Committee on Engrossed Bills.
Senate Bill No. 115:
Abill tobe entitled an act to amend section 2518, Rev;bteS

Statutes of the State of Florida,
Was taken up and read the second time in full, together

with the amendments offered by the Judiciary Committee- '

Mr. Myers moved the adoption of the Judiciary Commit-
tee amendments;

Which was agreed to. 
And Senate Bill No. 115, as amended, was referred to the-

Committee on Engrossed Bills.
A message was received from the Governor.

- The following message from the Governor was read:--

STATE OF FLORIDA, EXCOUTIVE DEPARTMENT, ?

TALLAHASSEE, FLA., May 8, 1S97.- 

HON. CHAS. J. PERRENOT,

President of the Senate:

SIR-I have the honor to inform the Senate that I have to-
day approved the following bill which originated in that.
body, and have filed the same with the Secretary of States:

An act to provide for the regulation of railroad scheduks, , *

freight, express, sleeping car and passenger tariffs, and baMild--

, '

C 
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inog of freight and passenger depots in this State; to prevent
unjust discrimination in the rates charged for the transporta-
tion of passengers and freight, and to prohibit railroad com-
panies, corporations, persons and all common carriers in this
State from charging other than just and reasonable rates, and

'to enforce the same, and to prescribe a mode of procedure
and rules or evidence in relation thereto, and to provide for
the appointment and election of commissioners, and to pre-
scribe their duties and powers.

Very respectfully,
W. D. BLOXAAM,

Governor of Florida.

A message was received from the House of Representa-
.tives.

Mr. Palmer of 14th offered the following resolution:
Senate Resolution No. 19:
Whereas, The Joint Committee appointed to examine the

'Treasurer's office in regard to loss of the State's funds in
the Merchants National Bank of Ocala, have made their re-
port to the Senate, and directly charges that J. N. C. Stock-
ton owes the State of Florida $15,000; and

Whereas, The said Stockton has been continuously in the
city as a member of the Legislature, and has not been called
by said Joint Committee to give his evidence; therefore be
it

Resolved, That Senators Thomas, Adams, Gaillard and
Blitch of 20th be appointed a committee to examine the said
Stockton, and such other witnesses as may be produced before
them, and report the evidence of said Stockton to this Senate,

tand that it be made a part of this report.
1Mr. Palmer of 14th moved the adoption of the resolution.
In response to an enquiry during the discussion of the

-resolution, Mr. Gaillard was allowed to have the following
inserted in the journal:

Mr. Stockton told me he would personally guarantee the
.j15,000 in question, and he also told me he did not care to
come before the Investigation Committee. It was the
-opinion of the committee that Mr. Stockton should come be-
fore us, and we sent out one of the clerks to ask Mr. Stock-
ton to come before the committee on two occasions, but he
returned and reported that he could not find Mr. Stockton.

In connection with the subject of the $15,000, Mr. Stockton
further told me that there was some misunderstanding about
thc loan of the $15,000; that his understanding of the matter
-was that Mr. Collins made the loan, and he was only acting
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in the matter as trustee or agent for Mr. Collins in theu
matter.

There was no disposition on the part of any one of the
committee to prevent Mr. Stockton coming before us, and £;
do not oppose this resolution for any other reason than that
the House has appointed a committee for the same purpose, 
and I think a committee from the Senate unnecessary.

Pending the consideration of Senate Resolution No. 19--
A committee from the House of Representatives announced,

that the House was ready to receive the Senate in joint ses-
sion, and to proceed to the election of a United States Senr

The hour of 12 o'clock having arrived, the Senate pro-
ceeded in a body to the hall of the House of Representa--
tives.

12 O'CLOCK M.

JOINT SESSION, May 8, 189T.

At 12 o'clock the Senate entered the Hall of the House of-
Representatives, and was received by the House.

President Perrenot in the chair.
The President ordered the Secretary of the Senate to call

the roll of the Senate.
Upon call of the roll, the following Senators answered to

their names:
Mr. President, Messrs. Adams, Bailey, Barber, Blitch of'

20th, Blitch of 21st, Broome, Bynum, Carson, Chipley, Clark,_
Crosby, Daniel, Darby, Dimick, Dougherty, Fuller, Gail-
lard, Hartridge, Hendley, Hooker, Myers, McLin, Palmer*
of 11th, Palmer of 14th, Peacock, Phipps, Reeves, Roberts,
Thomas, Wadsworth and Williams-32.

A quorum present.
The President ordered the roll of the House called.
Upon call of the roll, the following Members answered to -

their names:
Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Ayer, Baggett, Baker, Ballentine,.

: Bates,Bethel,Blanton, Bunch,Burnsed, Canty, Carlisle, Carter,
Chaires, Christie, Cobb, Cox, Crumpton, Dees, Dyal, Ellis,
Frisbee,Fielding,FultonfHarris,HendryofLee, Hyer,Lamar.
Lewis, Linton, McCall, MeCreary, Mobley, Morgan of
Hamilton, Morgan of Putnam, Owens, Pelot, Pedrick,.
Pope, Potter, Rawls, Register, Rice, Richbourg, Robert-
son, Rouse, Shepard of Liberty, Shepard of Orange, Sloan,
Spencer, Stanford, Stockton, Street, Thayer, Turner, Wall.
of Bradford, Ward, Watson, .Whitner, Williams, Wilson,,,
Wolff, Young and Zewadski-63.

A quorum present. .

^.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~1
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'The Journal of yesterday was approved.
Mr. Palmerof 11th offered the following resolution:
Whereas, The Democratic party in convention assembled

at Chicago during the year 1896, promulgated a platform of
princeiples, each and every of which meets with the unquali-

-fied endersenent, approval and earnest support of this joint
assembly.

And whereas, we the members of this assembly fu lly recog-
aise and steadfastly believe said platform to be no less than

sa second declaration of American independence, one which
when enacted into law will culminate in the emancipation of
oar :toilig millions from the terrible thraldrom ot selfish
greed and pernicious avarice; and

Whereas, It is a matter of the utmost importance that the
United States Senator to be elected by this assembly should
fully understand our position on this most important subject,
and should fully realize our earnest zeal in the support of the
vital principles enunciated in said platform.

Therefore be it resolved by the joint assembly of Florida,
That the senator hereafter elected by this assembly, be and
he is hereby instructed, and it is hereby demanded of him, that
hLe at ail times during his term of office as such United States
Senator, and under all circumstances that mav arise during
<il term, shall constantly and persistently strain every nerve
and bendcl every energy to the accomplishment of the great
-pupose ot enacting into laws of the Unitnd States, each and
every plank of said Chicago platform, and especially the all
imlportant one which demands the free and unlimited coin-
age of both silver and gold at a ratio of sixteen to one, hy
this government, independent of antI regardless of the con-
sent of the other nations of the world.

Be it farther resolvecl, That the acceptance of the office of
:United States Senator by the successful aspirant, and at the
hands of this assembly shalt be recognized and construed by
this assembly to be a direct and positive pledge, and solemn
promise on the part of said successlul candidate to stand to,
akide by, and perform all the obligations imposed upon
haim by this resolution

Mi. Turner moved the adoption of the resolution.
hfLe veas and nays were demanded.

Upon call of the roll of the Senate. the vote was:
Treas-Mr. President, Messrs. Adams, Bailey, Barber,

Btch of 20th, Blitch of 21st, Broome, Bynum, Carson, Chip-
ley, Clark, Crosby, Darby, Dimick, Dougherty, Fuller,
4Gaillard, Hendley, Hooker, Myers, McLin, Palmer of Llth,

i 
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Palmer of 14th, Peacock, Phlpps, Roberts, Thomas, Wads-
worth and Williams-29.

Nays-Messrs. Daniel, Hartridge, and Reeves-3.
Upon call of the roll of the House, the vote was:
Yeas-Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Ayer, Baggett, Baker, Ballen-

tine, Bates, Bethel, Blanton, Bunch, Burnsed, Canty, Carlisle,
Carter, Chaires, Christie, Cobb, Cox, Crumpton, Dees, Dyal,
Ellis, Frisbee, Fielding. Pulton Harris, Hendry of Lee,
Hyer, Lamar, Lewis, Linton, McCall, McCreary, Mobley,
Morgan of Hamilton, Morgan of-Putnam, Owens, Pelot,

¶ Fedriclk, Pope, Rawls, Register, Rice, Richbourg, Robertson,
Rouse, Shepard of Liberty Shepard of Orange, Sloan, Spencer,
Stanford, Stockton, Street, Thayer, Turner, Wall of Brad-
fold, Ward, Watson, Whitner, Williams, Wilson,
'Wolff, Young and Zewadski-63.

Nays-Mr. Potter-1i.
So the resolution was adopted.
* Mr. Adams moved that the joint session proceed

to vote for a United States Senator;
Which was agreed to.
And the joint session proceeded to vote for United

States Senator.
The roll of the Senate was called, and the vote was:
For Stocktbn-Mlessrs. Adams, Barber, Blitch of 21st,

" Broome, Crosby, Palmer of 14th, Roberts, Thomas and Wil-
liams-9.

For Chiplev-Mr. President, Messrs. Bynum, Clark,
Dougherty, Fuller. Gaillard, Hartridge, Hooker,Palmer
of 11th, Peacock. Reeves and Wadsworth-12.

For Haney- Messrs. Bailey, Carson, Daniel, Darby,
Dimick, Hendley, Myers and Phipps-S.

For Hocker-Mr. McLin-1.
For Burford-Mr. Blitch of 20th-1.
Total number of votes cast., 31.
Mr. Chipley was passed.
The roll of the House of Representatives was called, and

the vote was:
4 .For Stocklton-Messrs. Aver, Baker, Bateg, Bethel, Blan-

ton, Bunch, Burnsed, Canty. Carlisle, Carter, Crumpton, Dyal,
Frisbee, Lewis, Linton, McCall, MeCreary, Morgan of
Ramilton, Pelot, Pope, Rawls, Rouse, Shepard of Liberty,
Wall of Bradford, Ward and Wilson-26.

For Chipley-Messrs. Baggett, Ballentine, Cobb, Cox,
Ellis, Fielding, Harris, IHendry of Lee, Hyer, Owens, Ped-
rick, Potter, Richbourg, Robertson, Shepard of Orange, By
SDencer, Stanford, Street, Thayer, Turner, Watson, Wil-
liams and Young-23.

4 .
i . , 
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For Raney--Messrs. Chaires, Christie, Folton, Lamar,
Mobley, Morgan of Putnam, Register, Rice, Whitner and
Wolff-10.

For Hoeker-Messrs. Sloan and Zewadski-2.
Total number of votes cast, 61.
Mr. Dees announced that he was paired with Mr. Hiendry

of Taylor.
Mr. Speaker (Mays) announced that he was paired with Mr.

Wall of Putnam; that if Mr. Wall of Putnam were present
be would vote for Mr. Stockton, and he would vote tor Mr..
Chipley.

Mr. Stockton was passed.
The Secretary announced that thirty-one (31) votes in

the Senate, and sixty-one (61) in the House, making a total
of ninety-two (92) votes, had been cast.

The President announced that the following gentlemen had
received the number of votes opposite their respective-
names:

Jno. N. C. Stockton, 3a;
W. D. Chipley. 35;
G. P. Raney, 18;
W. A. Hocker, 3;
R. A. Burford, 1;
And that no one having received the majority of votes

cast as required by law, that there was no election of United
States Senator.

Mr. Adams moved that the joint session do now adjourn;
Which was agreed to.
Thereupon the joint session stood adjourned until 12 o'clockl

Monday.

12:40 o'CtocK.

At 12:40 p. m. the Senate resumed its session.
The President in the chair.
The roll being called, the following Senators answered to

their names:
Mr. President, Messrs. Adams, Bai ley, Barber, Blitch of

O2th, Blitch of 21sl, Broome, Bynum, Carson, Chipley,
Clark, Crosby, Daniel, Darby, Dimick, Dougherty, Fuller
Gaillard, Hartridge, Hlendley, Hooker, Myers, McLin,

Palmer of 11ith, Palmer of 14th, Peacock, Phipps, Reeves,.
Roberts, Thomas, Wadsworth and Williams-32.

A quorum present.
By permission-
Mr. Palmer of 11th introduced:
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Senate Bill No. 215: 
A bill to be entitled an act to limit and define the criminal 

jurisdiction of Justices of the Peace and County Judges;
Which was read the first time by its title and referred to 

the Committee on Judiciary. 
By permission- 
Mr. Palmer of 11th introduced (by request): _

Senate Bill No. 216:
A bill to be entitled an act to encourage and protect the 

planting and propagation of oysters and oyster beds within 
the waters of the State of Florida;

Which was read the first time by its title and referred to
the Committee on Fisheries.

By permission-
Mr. Chipley introduced: 
Senate Bill No. 217: 3
A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act concerning I

county boards of health, and to provide for the disposition of
funds and effects in possession of county boards of health, 
approved May 25, 1893;

Which was read the first time by its title and referred to
the Committee on Public Health.

By permission-
Mr. Myers introduced (by request):
Senate Bill No. 218:
A bill to be entitled an act to establish a State Board of -a 

embalming; to provide for the better protection of life and 
health; to prevent the spread of contagious and inft etious ,'I
diseases, and to regulate the practice of embalming autl the .:.
care of and disposition of the d(lead;

Which was read the first time by its title and referred to ' -i
the Committee on Public Health. ^

By permission- 
Mr. Darby introduced:
Senate Bill No. 219:
A bill to be entitled an act to repeal an act entitled an act 

to authorize railroad and canal companies to condemn land .
and water rights for terminal facilities;

Which was read the first time by its title and referred to
the Committee on Canals and Telegraph.
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By permission-
Mr. Chipleyv, Chairman of the Committee on City and

,County Organization, submitted the following report:

SENATE CHAMBER, 
TALLAHASSEE, FLA., May 8, 1897. 

EON. CHAS. J. PERRENOT, 

President of the Senate:
SIR-Your Committee on City and County Organization,

to whom was referred-
House Bill No. 81:
A bill to be entitled an act to define the boundaries of the

town of St. Petersburg, Fla.
Beg leave to report that they have carefully eximined the

same, and recommend that it do pass.
Very respectfully, 

W. D. CHIPLEY,
Chairman Committee on City and County Organization. -
And House Bill No. 81, contained in the above report,was

placed on the calendar of bills on second reading.
By permission-
Mr. Chipley, Chairman of the Committee on City and

County Organization, submitted the following report:
SENATE CHAMBER,

TALLAHASSEE, FLA., May 8, 1897. 

HoN. CHAAS. J. PERRENOT,

President of the Senate:

SIaR-Your Committee on City and County Organization,
to whom was referred-

Senate Bill No. 1371:
A bill to be entitled an act to provide for an election in the

county of Orange, State of Florida, to determine whether
hogs mav lawfully run at large in said county.

Beg to report that they have considered same, and sub-
mit herewith at request of introducer a substitute for origi-
nal bill, and report both bills to Senate with recommendation.

Very respectfully,
W. D. CHIPLEY,

Chairman Committee on City and County Organization.

And Senate Bill No. 137, contained in the above report,
together with the substitute offered by the committee,
was placed on the calendar of bills on second reading.
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By permission-
Mr (hipley, Chairman of the Committee on City and

County Organization, submitted the following report:
SENATE CHAAMBER, 

TALLAHIASSEE, FLA, May 8, 1897?.
HON. CHAS. J. PERP.ENOT, -i

President of the Senate: 

SIR-Your Committee on City and County Organization,
to whom was referred-

House Bill No. 29:
A bill to be entitled an act to amend section 11 of an act

supplementary to an act entitled an act to establish the mu-
nicipality of Key West, provide for its government, and pre-
scribe its jur.sdiction and powers, approved Mav 16, 1889,
and to extend the powers of said municipality, approved May
25, 1895.

Beg leave to report that we have carefully exatmined the
same, and recommend that same do pass, together with
amendment submitted herewith by your committee.

Very respectfully,
W. D. CHaIPLEY,

Chairman Committee on City and County Organizsation.
And House Bill No. 29, contained in the above report,

was placed on the calendar of bills on second 'reading.
By permission-
Mr. Chipley, Chairman of the Committee on City and

County Organization, submitted the following report:
SE:NATE CHAMBER, 

TALLAHASSEE, FLA., May 8, 1897.

HON. CHAS. J. PERIENOT,
President of the Senate:

SinR-Your Committee on City and County Organization,
to whom was referred-

Senate Bill No. 206:
A bill to be entitled an act to amend section 31 of chapter

4496 of the Laws of Florida, entitled an act to amend the city
charter of the city of Tampa.

Beg leave to report that they have carefully considered the
same, and recommend that it do pass.

Very respectfully, 
W. D. CHIPILEY,

Chairman Committee on City and County Organization. 

A._ .~.
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And Senate Bill No. 206, contained in the above report,
was placed on the calendar of bills on second reading.

The Senate resumed consideration of Senate Resolution No.
19, pending when the body went into joint session.

Mr. Adams offered the following amendment to Senate
Resolution No. 19:

Strike out the names "Thomas, Adams and Blitch," and in-
sert "Gaillard, Fuller and Darby."

Mr.' Adams moved the adoption of the amendment;
Mr. Adams withdrew the amendment.
Mr. Adams offered the following amendment to Senate

Resolution No. 19:
Strike out the name "Adams," and add "Gaillard, Fuller

and Darby."
Mr. Adams moved the adoption of the amendment;
Which was agreed to.
Senate Resolution No. 19, as amended, was then adopted.
Senate Bill No. 155:
A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the establishing

working, repairing and maintaining the public roads and
bridges of the several counties of this State under the contract
system, and prescribe rules of procedure in case of default of
contractor;

Was taken up and read the second time in full.
Mr. Hlartridge offered the following amendment to Senate

Bill No. 155:
After section 3 add the following: "Provided that nothing

herein shall be taken or held to prevent the County Commis-
sioners of each county from working convicts in such way
and through such agencies as they may select for municipal
and county purposes."

Mr. Hartridge moved the adoption of the amendment;
Which was agreed to.
And Senate Bill No. 155, as amended, was referred to the

Committee on Engrossed Bills.
Mr. Reeves moved that Senate Bill No. 121 be taken from

the table;
Which was agreed to.
And,
Senate Bill No. 121:
A bill to be entitled an act to create a board of trustees for

the State Normal School for whites at DeFuniak Springs,
and to prescribe their duties and powers,

Was taken up and read the third time in full, and put upon
its passage.
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Pending discussion on the bill- 
Mr. Broome, moved that the Senate do now adjourn i

until 10 o'clock Monday morning. 
Which was agreed to. , i
Thereupon the Senate stood adjourned until 10 o clock ' ,

Monday morning. 

MONDAY, MAY 10, I897.

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment.
The President in the chair.
The roll being called, the following Senators answered to 

V; their names: 
Mr. President, Messrs. Adams, Barber, Blitch of 20th, -1

Blitch of 21st, Broome, Bynum, Carson, Chipley, Crosby,
/ Daniel, Darby, Dimick, Dougherty, Fulier, Gaillard, Hart-

ridge, Hooker, McLin, Palmer of 14th, Peacock, Phipps,
Reeves, Thomas and Wadsworth -25.

A quorum present.
Prayer by the Chaplain.
On motion the reading of the Journal was dispensed with.
The Journal was approved.
Senators Clark and Roberts were excused until Thursday , 

morning. i'

Introduction of Bills. 

By Mr. Dimick: t
Senate Bill No. 220: t 
A bill to be entitled an act to legalize the incorporation of 

the city of Miami, in the county of Dade, and to declare the
incorporation of said city to be valid and of full force and 
effect;

Which was read the first time by its title and referred to
the Committee on City and County Organization.

By Mr. Dimick:
Senate Bill No. 221:
A bill to be entitled an act to extend the time for the com-

mencement of work upon the Titusville Canaveral and Penin-
sular railroad;

Which was read the first time by its title and referred to 
the Committee on Railroads. ' it

-'4


